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Conservation Stories Because of You:

. Caring for Forests Takes Work
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Caring for Forests Takes Work

Thanks to your support as an NPC member, our staff can secure grants that help landowners care

for their conserved forests.

Invasive species, pests, disease, and natural aging can take a heavy toll on woodlands if left unmanaged.
The idea that “all green is good” is not always true. That's where Forest Management Plans (FMPs) come
in. A well-designed plan helps landowners enhance wildlife habitat, improve forest health, and set the stage

for future growth.

As we shared in the spring newsletter, NPC received grant funding in 2024 from WeConservePA to develop
Forest Management Plans for nine conservation easement properties. This fall, NPC Land Stewards Sara
and Jesse visited several of those easements to support landowners putting their plans into action. They
also checked in on the start of active management at the Weaner Conservation Easement.

Laning Creek Conservation Easement.

At the Laning Creek Conservation Easement
(Bradford County), the landowners have had a crew
treat some invasive vegetation on the property in
accordance with their FMP.

: .

Bednar Conservation Easement
The landowners at the Bednar Conservation
Easement (Tioga County) began a timber harvest
guided by their FMP, salvaging dead and dying
trees while improving overall forest health and
wildlife habitat.

Dickey Farm Conservation Easement

At the Dickey Farm Conservation Easement
(Clinton County), the FMP led to a partnership with
Indiana University of Pennsylvania to study oak
regeneration. The project brought additional
funding for invasive species control and timber
stand improvement.

The Weaner Conservation Easement (Lycoming
County) has faced major oak loss after severe
spongy moth (formerly gypsy moth) outbreaks in
2022 and 2023. The repeated defoliation caused

(Continued on Page 3)



Caring for Forests Takes Work (Continued from Page 2)

many oak trees to die, and those that tried to
refoliate in 2024 didn’t survive the growing season.
Guided by their Forest Management Plan, the
landowner is now working with a forester to

carry out a Timber Harvest Plan that will salvage
the dead oak while protecting healthy trees. This
work will help the forest recover by reducing
invasive species and controlling how the dead oak
trees fall.

From time to time, different programs become
available to assist property owners with forest
management. Currently, PA DCNR and the

Fall Fishing at Tomb Flats

As the days grow shorter and temperatures cool,
fish in Pennsylvania eat more to build up energy for
the winter. This makes it an exciting time to cast

a line from spots like the Tomb Flats Access Area
on Pine Creek in Lycoming County, where anglers
may reel in trout or bass.

Just be careful around trout redds, which are the
nesting areas for spawning trout this time of year.
Look out for these dome-shaped patches of clean,
bright gravel that stand out against the rest of the
riverbed.
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Tomb Flats Access Area, Lycoming County

Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay are jointly
administering a cost-share program called the

PA Woodland Resilience Enhancement Network.
These funds are available to private landowners in
Pennsylvania who own between 10 and 2,500 acres
of contiguous forest. If you are interested in this
program, reach out to your local DCNR Service
Forester. For additional details and to find your
Service Forster, visit: www.pa.gov/services/
denr/apply-for-the-pa-woodland-resilience-
enhancement-network.

The Tomb Flats Access area was made possible
thanks to the vision and support of NPC members,
like you. Thank you for helping to conserve this
land and the surrounding 173 acres back in 2006.
Since then, it has become part of Tiadaghton State
Forest and continues to grow in accessibility,
including a series of improvements made just this
past spring!

Low water levels on Pine Creek left this trout redd
exposed in September. You can help care for our
trout by watching out for these nests while enjoying
the Creek.



The Final Ext-STREAM Makeover of 2025

Your stream team worked hard this year from
March through September. NPC members helped
make projects happen in Columbia, Lycoming,
Montour, Northumberland, Snyder, Tioga, and
Union Counties.

Early numbers show that at least three miles of
streambank were stabilized across the region. That
is three miles of stream that will no longer add
dirt into local waterways. Cleaner water is already
flowing!

Funding from Growing Greener was lower than
usual, and things were tight at the end of the stream
season. The Buffalo Creek Watershed Alliance

and the Foundation for Pennsylvania Watersheds
stepped up and provided support to make use of

BEFORE
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the leftover logs at an unnamed tributary to Little
Buffalo Creek (UNT Little Buffalo Creek).

The tree along the streambank provides a great
visual marker to see the difference between the
before and after. A mudsill was added that will re-
duce streambank erosion and help create more area
for reinforcement. Planting trees and shrubs in this
new area will allow roots to grow down and hold
the soil in place.

Now that the final project is wrapped up for 2025,
it is time for the “fun” part. Thanks to your support,
staff can handle the data reporting (while you get to
celebrate the cleaner streams, stronger banks, and
happy fish).

Before and after: As you can see before the project, the tree was right at the edge of the bank. After the
work, there is more ground between the tree and the stream.

If you've included the Northcentral Pennsylvania Conservancy in your will or estate plan,
please let us know. We'd love to thank you during your lifetime!




Caring for Your Land: Managing Forest Pests

Among the challenges facing NPC’s conservation
easement landowners today are two particularly
troublesome invaders: the spongy moth and the
spotted lanternfly.
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Spongy moth egg masses (picture by DCNR)

Spongy moth (formerly known as gypsy moths)

is a serious forest pest and responsible for killing
millions of oak and other species of trees across the
state, according to the PA Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR).
They feed on the leaves of oaks as well as hundreds
of other tree and shrubs. Repeated defoliation can
weaken or kill trees, especially when combined
with drought or disease. Their populations rise and
fall in cycles, but during outbreaks, these
caterpillars can strip trees of their leaves by early
summer.

To manage spongy moth on your property:

* Search for egg masses in summer and fall and
remove them before they hatch in the spring.

* Consider insecticide treatments when necessary.

* Plan ahead for aerial treatments. While DCNR
does not spray over private lands, landowners
can hire licensed applicators or use drone-based
services for smaller woodlots. Look into
scheduling these services now, as they are likely
to be booked up by the time spring arrives.

Spotted lanternfly, first detected in Pennsylvania
in 2014, feeds on the sap of many plants, including
maples, black walnut, and grapevines. Their
feeding stresses plants, causes oozing sap and
mold growth, and can lead to long-term decline.
They’re easily recognized by their bright red hind
wings and hopping movements. They spread easily
by hitchhiking on vehicles, firewood, and outdoor
equipment, so checking your car and gear before
traveling is essential. Much of Pennsylvania
remains under a state-managed quarantine zone, to
help stop their spread.

To manage spotted lanternfly on your property:

* Destroy the spotted lanternfly and their egg
masses. The fall and winter are a good time to
locate, scrape and destroy egg masses from
trees and hard surfaces.

* Remove invasive tree-of-heaven (their preferred
host) where possible.

Managing these pests takes persistence, but every
action helps maintain the health and resilience of
Pennsylvania’s forests. Learn more about
monitoring and management from the Pennsylvania
Department of Conservation and Natural

Resources (www.pa.gov/agencies/denr) and

Penn State Extension (www.extension.psu.edu).

Spotted Lanternfly Infestation on Tree (picture by
DCNR)



NPC Members Help Tioga County Shine

By the time this issue reaches your mailbox, the
autumn colors may be fading in Tioga County, but
there is still plenty to see and do, thanks to NPC
members.

While visiting several conservation easements

in the County, we took the opportunity to stop

by two popular destinations that NPC members
helped conserve: Cavanaugh Access Area and “The
Muck”.

First up was the Cavanaugh Access Area,
conserved with the help of NPC members back

in 2016. Today, it serves as a gateway for hiking,
biking, and birding along the Pine Creek Rail Trail.
Visitors can also take time to wander the Cavanaugh
Nature Trail, an easy loop that begins at a small

Cavanaugh Acccess Area, Tioga County

pollinator garden before meandering through fields
along the Marsh Creek wetlands. This is a great
spot for birdwatching. The rich habitat allows
wildlife to move freely between forest, stream, and
wetland.

Another favorite destination for soaking in fall
sights and sounds is “The Muck” on State Game
Lands 313. It is a perfect spot to experience the fall
bird migration. One of its highlights is the birding
blind set out over the creek, offering a unique
opportunity to view wildlife in a natural wetland
setting. During the team’s visit, we chatted with
birders who had spotted a flock of red-winged
blackbirds, a kingfisher, and several ducks, all signs
of the vibrant wildlife that thrives thanks to
conserved lands and dedicated members like you.
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“The Muck”, Tioga County



DONATIONS & CONTRIBUTIONS
July 1 to September 30, 2025

MEMBERSHIPS
David Aldenderfer
Anonymous
Nancy G. W. Baker
Andrew Bamford
Rob Barbour
Steve & Beth Bason
Ron & Sondra Beach
Dale & Shirley Bittenbender
Lois Block
Barry & Nancy Boyer
Brian Brown
Reneé Carey
Richard & Grace Carey
R. Jeffrey & Lacinda Coup
Edward Crow & Samantha
Wyvill
Donald Cunningham
Joseph & Ginny English
George J. Gard
Bonita E. Hannis
Ralph Harnishfeger
William & Kelly Hastings
William B. Heffner III
Tim Holladay
Monica Howell
Stephen & Martha Huddy
Charles D. Lamade
Jim & Melanie Lambert
Judee Lyon
Richard Matukonis & Anne Rice
David & Kathryn McCorkle
Gary Metzger & Joan Sattler
Randall & Maxine Mills
Debra Moffitt
Terry & Hazel Osborne
Stephanie Pranses
RDF Tax Services, LLC
James & Cheryl Redmond
Alan & Cheryl Sands
Carl W. Schlappi
Rich & Beth Schluter
Leo & Jennifer Shedden
Matt & Kim Smargiasso
Barbara Sonies
Dan & Melanie Taormina

William & Kimberly
Van Campen

Chalmer Van Horn
Wayne Twp. Landfill CCSWA
Wheeland Lumber Co. Inc.
Dan & Margery Wurster

GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Dennis & Linda Ault
Robert & Loretta Coltrane
Anthony & Elvira Ferraro

Dr. & Mrs. Mohamed
Khalequzzaman

Candace S. Nevel & Ellice
Tomlinson

Susan Post
Sam Shaheen
Steve & Betty Uzupis

2025 PADDLE HAPPY
SPONSOR

The Bad Adventure
Company LLC

2025 YEAR END APPEAL
James & Cheryl Redmond

IN MEMORY OF
In memory of
Michaelyn Aldenderfer
David Aldenderfer

In memory of Harold Brown
Lois Block

In memory of
Dean & Joanne Fisher
John & Georgia Bodle

In memory of Ted Lyon
Cynthia Mengel Bower
George & Shirley Durrwachter
Daniel R & Martha Gandy
Gretchen Means
Ruth Rode
Linda Stein
Virginia Thompson
Mel & Gail Zimmerman

In memory of Jean O’Brien
Don O’Brien

In memory of Roy Siefert
Paul Lilja
The Pennsylvania
Forestry Association

In memory of

Mary Ellen Wilson Yankowy
Thomas Yankowy

In memory of
Enid & Holmes Yealy
Anonymous

2024 Financial Report

The 2024 audit wrapped up in October 2025. The
information provided is based on audited financial
statements prepared by McKonly & Asbury. Full
copies of the audited financial statements, IRS Form
990, and Bureau of Charitable Organizations filings
are available by contacting the Northcentral
Pennsylvania Conservancy Office.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
Assets

Cash & investments $7,166,757.00
Other assets $95,230.00
Total assets $7,261,987.00
Liabilities $188,148.00
Net assets $7,073,839.00
Total liabilities and net assets $7,261,987.00

Revenue
Grants 12% $673,314.00
Contributions 80% $4,324,677.00
Memberships 2% $93,702.00
Net Investment Return 6% $310,906.00
Project Income & Reimbursements 0%  $5,449.00
Fundraising Income 0% $18,284.00
Miscellaneous Income 0% $470.00
Gain on Sale of Land $0.00
$5,426,802.00

Expense
Conservation Program Services 86%  $961,143.00
Management & General 7% $77,682.00
Fundraising 5% $58,387.00

$1,097,212.00

GIVE THE GIFT OF
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& Northcentral Pennsylvania Conservancy
PO Box 2083

m\ Williamsport, PA 17703

570-323-6222
www.npcweb.org
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Music, History, and Restoration Meet in Blosshurg

In September, musician and educator Van Wagner brought PA’s
coal mining history to life at the Victoria Theatre in Blossburg.
Presented by NPC, this family-friendly concert celebrated coal
miners’ legacy while highlighting your efforts to restore the Tioga
River. Part of NPC’s Rivers, Coal & Crafts series, the event
connected the community through storytelling, song, and local
conservation efforts.

Thank you for helping to bring events like this together in 2025!

Save the Dates Stayed tune

« January 1, 2026 - First Day Hike at Coal for more
updates and

Creek, Blossburg ;
events

* March 27, 2026 - Celebrity Waiter Night at the coming in
Peter Herdic House, Williamsport 2026!
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