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Conservation Stories Because of You:
• Land, Legacy & Family: The McMorris Conservation Easement (cover photo)
• Progress Towards Restoring the Tioga River
• NPC Helps Bicycle Riders Get Ready to Roll
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Northcentral Pennsylvania Conservancy
Conserving and enhancing the lands and waters of Northcentral PA
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A Life on the Land
Marc’s father, a local physician at the time, 
originally purchased the farm to give his family a 
sense of rootedness after moving frequently during 
his own childhood. Growing up, Marc and his 
siblings worked alongside their parents to care for 
horses, cattle, and crops. From early spring to the 
cool days of fall, they tended gardens and orchards, 
following the seasonal rhythms that defined their 
lives. While their childhood was filled with lots of 
hard work, it also instilled a deep appreciation for 
the land’s unique character and lasting value. 

Now, each autumn, as the air fills with the sweet 
scent of ripe apples, Marc fondly recalls time spent 
harvesting from their orchards. Together, they 

Thanks to YOUR generous support, 60 acres of farmland, forests, and wetlands have been conserved in the 
heart of Lycoming County! This conservation easement ensures that the McMorris family’s land – a 
cherished gathering place rich with memories of hard work and family bonds – will continue to serve the 
environmental well-being of our communities and remain a living legacy for future generations to enjoy.

To better understand the heart of this project, we sat down with one of the landowners, Marc McMorris, to 
learn more about his family’s deep connection to the land and his experience working with the Northcentral 
Pennsylvania Conservancy (NPC) to establish the conservation easement. 

Dr. David McMorris, Marc’s late father, harvested 
potatoes at the farm with his grandson, David.

would pick the fruit by hand, transporting it to the 
nearby Nippenose Cider Mill, where their wooden 
kegs would be filled with freshly pressed apple 
cider. Back at the farm, the home would transform 
into a bustling hub of activity as Marc’s parents, 
grandparents, cousins, and neighbors gathered to 
create their homemade apple butter. As they would 
stir giant copper kettles in the backyard, laughter 
and stories flowed as freely as the delicious 
concoction within. The aroma of cooking 
apple butter filled the air, turning their hard work 
into treasured gifts for friends and co-workers at 
Christmas. In those moments, with faces smeared 

Land, Legacy & Family: The McMorris Conservation Easement

Continued on Page 3

Carol, the family matriarch, instilled a love for the land 
through countless hikes around the property. Pictured: 
Carol with three of her children – Scott, Kelly, and 
Marc – and her grandson, David.
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Land, Legacy & Family: The McMorris Conservation Easement Continued from Page 2

in apple butter and loaves of warm Stroehmann’s 
bread shared among loved ones, the farm stood as 
a testament to the deep connection between family 
and land.

A Legacy Worth Conserving
Eventually, the McMorris children grew up and 
pursued their own paths, but the farm remained a 
gathering place for family and friends. Owning 
land with that much heart and soul prompted 
Marc’s father to reach out to NPC for an initial 
meeting many years ago. Then, after their parents 
passed away, Marc and his siblings took on the 
responsibility of ensuring the land’s long-term care. 
Living in Michigan, Marc witnessed the farmland 
in his community being transformed into 
subdivisions, which fueled his desire to conserve 
their unique property back in Pennsylvania. 
Together, the siblings decided to pick up where 
their dad left off, embarking on a journey with NPC 
to place a conservation easement on their property. 

While the process was long and challenging, the 
NPC staff was there to guide the family through the 

whole process. Marc shared, “I had done my own 
research, but I just didn’t realize all the steps that it 
took and the amount of time it took with each step. 
So, the help we got from Sara and Renee [NPC 
staff] was invaluable.”

Looking to the Future
Today, the family takes pride in knowing that their 
land is conserved. They’ve found peace in the 
knowledge that it will remain a space for future 
generations to experience the joy, hard work, and 
connection to nature that they once cherished. 

For those considering a similar path, the family 
encourages patience and research. Marc expanded 
by encouraging others to “Take full advantage of 
the help the conservancy [NPC] provides through 
the process. It can take a long time, but it’s well 
worth it when it’s done. If you want to conserve the 
land for the future, this is the best way to do it.”

Marc McMorris reflected on his experience with NPC, 
saying, “If you want to conserve the land for the future, 
this is the best way to do it.” Pictured: The third 
generation of the McMorris family gathered on the 
front porch at the homestead.

Is NPC in Your Will?
Remembering NPC in your will can be a way to leave 
a legacy to future generations or honor loved ones. 

If you have already included us in your will, please 
be sure to let us know so we can thank you now!

NPC • PO Box 2083  • Williamsport, PA 17703 
570-323-6222

www.npcweb.org

For just $1 a day, you can become a member of 
NPC’s inaugural Bedrock Society. 

Scan to learn more!
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In 2022, thanks to the support of NPC’s members, 
we were able to acquire 232 acres in Blossburg, 
Tioga County. This property that you helped secure 
provides the best access to the largest source of 
Abandoned Mine Drainage (AMD) in the Tioga 
River Watershed. While the outflow is located on 
a neighboring property, the most practical way to 
reach it is through NPC’s land.

We recently received a phone call informing us that 
the construction easement and permanent access 
easement paperwork will be sent to our attorney for 
review shortly. We recently received a phone call 
informing us that the construction easement and 
permanent access easement paperwork will be sent 
to our attorney for review shortly.

A construction easement is a legal agreement in 
which NPC, as the landowner, grants permission 
for construction activities to take place on the 
property. This easement outlines the areas that will 
be used and disturbed during construction. These 
areas are typically needed to accommodate 
equipment and materials.

The permanent access easement ensures that the 
roads and other infrastructure can remain on the 
property, with NPC not being responsible for their 

maintenance or operation. This document will 
allow the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection, the operator of the Active Treatment 
Plant, and any contractors to access the roads and 
infrastructure for maintenance, inspections, and 
related activities.

We thought this new round of paperwork presented 
a good opportunity to provide an update on what 
has happened so far and what’s ahead.

NPC will retain ownership of the property until the 
Active Treatment Plant is operational.. We want to 
ensure that the pumps and other systems are 
thoroughly tested before NPC transfers the property 
to the Bureau of Forestry, where it will be added to 
the Tioga State Forest.

Stay tuned for more updates and progress! We are 
partnering with several organizations to host a 
variety of community events in 2025, providing 
further updates on our work to restore the Tioga 
River.

Progress Toward Restoring the Tioga River

A view of Blossburg from the Coal Creek property.

We’re so excited to introduce you to Susan Martin! 
Susan joins the NPC staff as our new bookkeeper, 
bringing years of accounting experience in nonprofit 
and public service organizations. You can join us in 
welcoming Susan to the NPC team by emailing her at 
smartin@npcweb.org.
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As the days get longer, and the weather warms up, 
it’s the perfect time to get your bike ready for the 
season. We’re excited to share that NPC is 
partnering again with Williamsport Bicycle 
Recycle to offer a FREE Bicycle Tune-up 
Workshop on April 19 from 1pm to 3pm at the 
Pajama Factory. Registration is required. Contact 
the office or visit npcweb.org/news-and-events for 
details.

This hands-on workshop will help make sure your 
bike is in top shape, whether you’re a seasoned 
rider or just getting started.

After your bike is tuned up, you’ll be all set to 
explore places like the beautiful Pine Creek Rail 
Trail! Discover access points along the way like 
Tomb Flats and Cavanaugh Access, made possible 
by NPC members.

NPC Helps Bicycle Riders 
Get Ready to Roll

Check out this wood frog on the Griffon conservation 
easement! Did you know wood frogs can survive being 
frozen? They produce a natural “antifreeze” called 
glucose in their bodies, which prevents ice crystals from 
forming inside their cells.

NPC Board Member, Steve Young, helps a pair of young 
riders at last year’s Bicycle Tune-up Workshop.

While wrapping up last year’s site visits, Sara and 
Holly enjoyed catching up with longtime NPC members 
and landowners, James and Anne Meyer. The Meyers, 
along with the other owners, worked with NPC in 2002 
to establish the Morgan Valley Road conservation ease-
ment. Nestled in a high-elevation valley on Bald Eagle 
Mountain, this easement conserves woodlands, open 
fields, wildlife habitat, and scenic views. Partners like 
the Meyers, along with your support, are conserving 
these special places!
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MEMBERSHIPS
American Legion Post #167

Anonymous
Kathy Arndt

Dennis & Linda Ault
Ted & Tracey Barbour
Jay & Carolyn Barrows

Dave Barsky
Larry R. Bason, VMD

Jonathan & Alanna Bastian
Doug Beagle & Joanne B. May

John Beauge
Matt Beaver

Mary Bennett
Rita Bocher

Patricia W. Booth
Bryan Booth

Robert & Amy Bowens
Cynthia Mengel Bower

Nancy Bower
Duane H. & Joyce G. Bower

JoAnn Bowes
Thomas & Miriam Boyd

Daniel Brennan
The Broadhuhn Family

David Broussard
Benjamin F. Brown

Barry & Jane Brucklacher
Bruce & Betty Buckle

Stephen & Stephanie Budman
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Burns

Sally Butterfield
Holly & Ryan Byers

Matthew Byers
Randy & Tammy Carey

The Carey Family
Randy, Keri, Garrison 

& Sawyer Carey
Rhonda D. Carpenter

John Carroll & Carol Crawford
Ellen Chamberlin

Clinton County Economic 
Partnership and Visitors Bureau

Donna Colley
R. Jeffrey & Lacinda Coup

Nancy Coy
Mike & Kelly Crist

Steve & Debbie Dagle
Duane & Tina Daniels

Amy DeHart Brownback
Noah & Alison Diehl

Frani Doherty
Diane Donato
Jared Dressler

Kevin Drewencki
George & Shirley Durrwachter

Michael Eckley
Aaron Eldred

Robert B. Elion
Bradley Elison

Larry Entz
Eugene Brown Family

Rebecca Ferguson
The Fetter Family

Linda Finley
Michael R. & Teri H. Fisher

Tom & Terri Fought
Dan Frantz
Richard Fry

Donald & Barbara Gfroerer
Domenico Giorglo 

& Kathy Baylor
Glenn O. Hawbaker Inc.

Christopher & Shirley Greagan
Jim Green

Stephen & Diane Groff
Dr. & Mrs. Michael A. Gross

Ed & Daria Guelig
Frank & Marylove Guillard

Denise Hamby
Mike & Becky Hedgcock

Oren Helbok & Sara Baker
Chris Herrman

Dr. Kim Herrman
Hillside Rod & Gun Club

Michael Hinshaw
Fred Holland

Chef Hosch & Ann House
Cynthia Hower

Kathie L. Hunter

Ken & Marcia Johnson
Thomas & Beth Jones
Jacob & Hannah Jones

Rod & Sue Keller
John Koyen

H. Michael & Winona Kremser
Troy Lauer

Robert Layton
Mel & Susan Lewis

Aaron Lewis
Wayne & Connie Livingston

Ted & Mary Ellen Loy
Loyalsock Foundation

Kenneth Lundy
Richard Lundy

Sharon Manikowski
Dorothy Maples

Michael Smith & Adrienne 
McCallister-Smith

Melinda & John McCarthy Jr.
Bob & Donna McCoy

Alan McCracken
Steve & Jennifer Means

Laurence F. & Marian H. Miller
C. Edward S. Mitchell

Raymond Morley
David Moyer

Denny & Linda Murray
The Nettles Family
Candace S. Nevel & 

Ellice Tomlinson
Jonathan & Anda Nichols

Walter & Trisha Nicholson
Stephen & Julie Oberg

Don O’Brien
Terry & Hazel Osborne

Nancy Paulhamus
Thom & Amie Penfield

Benjamin Phillippi
Pine Creek Outfitters

Susan Post
Betsy Quant

Joseph H. Radley
Stephen & Stephanie Radulski

David A. Ragantesi
John & Wendy Reber

Patricia A. Reeder
Dennis & Patricia Ringling

John Robinson
Ruth Rode

Luke Rodgers
James C. and Annabelle T. 

Rogers, Jr.
Bob Ross

Michael & Camille Salvatori
Sanders Mortuary

Mark Shuman
Hugh & Carol Sides

Roy A. Siefert
Karen Spies

Jeremy & Shanon Stamm
Linda Stein

Fred C. Stiner, Jr.
Bob & Becky Stoudt & Family

Michael & Sherry Stoudt
Doug & Lisa Strouse

Susquehannock Lodge
Swift Forestry LLC

Philip & Barbara Thomas, Sr.
Virginia Thompson

B. J. Van Ess
Vassallo Engineering & 

Surveying, Inc.
Alan Viani

R. Bastian & Barbara Wagner
Jerry & Joy Walls

Julie and John Mark Weaver
Jason & Chandra Weigle

Gail Welsh
Jerry (Arthur) Wemple

Paul O. & Patricia Wentzler
William B. Wilson Post 572 

American Legion
Alex & Tracie Witter

Gerald A. Wolfe
Bill & Pam Worobec

Thomas & Mary Ellen Yankowy
John E. & Deborah E. Young

Stephen Young
Mel & Gail Zimmerman

DONATIONS & CONTRIBUTIONS • October 1 to December 31, 2024



LAND CONSERVATION
Carl S. McMorris 
Survivors Trust

David Family Charitable 
Foundation

GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Reneé Carey

Jim & Germaine Donahue
Dave & Lisa Engle
Rebecca Ferguson

Dr. & Mrs. Mohamed 
Khalequzzaman

Mel & Susan Lewis
Randall & Maxine Mills

Allyson Muth
Sam Shaheen
David Tregea

Williamsport/Lycoming 
Chamber of Commerce

2024 YEAR END APPEAL
Anonymous

Steve & Beth Bason
Bee G. Stratton Trust

Mary Baumunk Blondy
John & Georgia Bodle
Cynthia Mengel Bower

Jenny L. Boyle
Carson V. Brown II, DDS
Barry & Jane Brucklacher

Stephen & Stephanie Budman
Thomas & Laurie Burkholder

Jeff & Jenny Campbell
Randy & Tammy Carey

Reneé Carey
Randy & Keri Carey

Richard & Grace Carey
Roger Chilson

Dr. Robert & Loretta Coltrane
William & Ruth Correll

John Deckard
Noah & Alison Diehl

Michael Ditchfield
Diane Donato

Michael Eckley

Dave & Lisa Engle
Eugene Brown Family

John & Nicole Faraguna
William & Cindy Ferguson

Linda Finley
George J. Gard
Daniel Glunk & 

Margrit Shoemaker
Bob & Mary Guglielmi

Bonita E. Hannis
Ralph Harnishfeger

Hank Hartmann
Richard Hill

Michael & Terry Johnson
Meera Joshi

Jeff & Bridget Kane
Mr. & Mrs. Seth Keller

Matt & JoAnn Kitko
Daniel & Barbara Lamade

Wayne Laubscher
Ed Lawrence & Catherine 

McLaughlin
Mel & Susan Lewis
Marc & Diane Lewis

Josephine Lewis
Wayne & Connie Livingston

Herman Logue
Lycoming Abstract Co. Inc.
Robert W. McCullough, III

Laurence F. & Marian H. Miller
Randall & Maxine Mills

Mirabito Brothers Properties
Dorian Myers

Virginia F. Nicholas
Christine Nolan

Nancy Paulhamus
Dr. John & Margaret Piper

Charles & Diane Plankenhorn
Susan Post

Stephanie Pranses
David Rebuck

Patricia A. Reeder
Phyllis Wise Reynolds

Sandy Rife
Bob Ross

Stephen & Dorothy Schopfer
John & Cynthia Schrader

Linda Schramm
Charles & Helen Schwarz

Wayne H. & Carol Scott Sr.
Sam Shaheen
Mark Shuman

Richard & Susan Sprout
David & Louise Stone

Steve Stroman
Dick & Carolee Thatcher
Rich & Alice Trowbridge

Chalmer Van Horn
Vassallo Engineering & 

Surveying, Inc.
Jerry & Joy Walls

Harry & Becky Webster
Skip & Linda Wieder

Stephen Young
Mel & Gail Zimmerman

Drew Zimmerman

IN MEMORY OF
In memory of 
Atlee Beagle

Doug Beagle & Joanne B. May
In memory of 

Donald L. Brobst
Elizabeth S. Brobst

In memory of 
Robert (Max) Coy

Nancy Coy
In memory of 

Jon Dillon
Noah & Alison Diehl

In memory of 
Dean & Joanne Fisher
John & Georgia Bodle

In memory of 
Gary W. Glick
Sharon Garcia
In memory of 
Russ Kimura

Denise Hamby
In memory of 

Robert McCullough Sr.
Matt & JoAnn Kitko

In memory of 
Jane Morgenstern

Alan Viani
In memory of 

Dean & Joan Rebuck
David Rebuck
In memory of 

Tink Reish
Dan Alters & Dorothy Blair

In memory of 
Charles & Shirley Rightmire

Christopher & Shirley Greagan
In memory of 

Bob Schmouder
Thomas and Mary Ellen 

Yankowy 
In memory of 

Pauline Seitzer
Candace S. Nevel & 

Ellice Tomlinson
In memory of 

Lawrence Von Barann
William B. Heffner III

In memory of 
John & Bobbie Way

Bonita E. Hannis
In memory of 

Harold & Beulah Yerk
Linda Schramm

IN HONOR OF
In honor of 
Reneé Carey

Oren Helbok & Sara Baker

THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING THE 

WORK OF THE 
NORTHCENTRAL 
PENNSYLVANIA 
CONSERVANCY!

DONATIONS & CONTRIBUTIONS • October 1 to December 31, 2024
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Additional details 
will be available at 
npcweb.org, the 
NPC facebook page, 
and through email 
updates. 

• March 21 – Celebrity Waiter Night at the Peter 
 Herdic House, Williamsport

• April 19 – Bicycle Tune-up Workshop, Bicycle
 Recycle, Williamsport

• April 27 – Intro to Fly Fishing Workshop, with PA
 Fish & Boat Commission, Montour Preserve

• June 21 – Family Fishing Day with PA Fish & Boat 
 Commission, Rose Valley Lake

• June 29 – NPC’s Annual Membership Meeting

• July 20 – Forest Bathing Workshop, in partnership
 with the Loyalsock Foundation

NPC’s  Celebrity Waiter Night is just around the corner 
on March 21! Don’t miss out – call the Peter Herdic 
House at (570) 322-0165 to reserve your table today!

Special Thanks to this year’s Celebrity Waiters!
• Jordan Sheffer
• Susan Durrwachter
• Peachie O’Connor
• Dr. Zachary Ritter
• Dr. Michael Reed

• Tony Nardi
• Mark Shuman
• Rick Mason
• Patty Confer


