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Robwood Mountain

Last of the 2018 Easement
lnSpeCﬁOHS by Charlie Schwarz

Monitoring visits to properties conserved by conservation
easements held by NPC were completed in October and
November. Each year NPC must visit each conserved
property to be sure that the provisions
and restrictions of the conservation
easements are being followed. Those
visits give us an opportunity to meet
with the landowners and discuss the
easements or any concerns the landowners
may have.

The Robwood Mountain easement

County; it contains over 350 acres of
woodland primarily on a north-facing
slope. In the fall when north winds rise over the slope

hawks and vultures ride the wind on their annual
south-bound migration - in this case a red-tailed

Laning Creek Continued on page 2

lies atop Robwood Mountain in Bradford Sustainably conservihg‘]"fhe
rural landscapes and waters

Ten Months of Stream
Projects

Way back in
February 2018
there were two
sunny and warm
(mid to upper
30s) days in a
row, so the first
stream proj-
ect of the year
took place. The
Fish and Boat
Commission guys were

The only thing that was cold on
this warm February Stream
Project was the pounder.

so warm they
' = even took their
- sweatshirts off.
Well, nearly 10 months later, the

- last stream project of the year
wrapped up. Unfortunately, the
sunny and warm weather wasn’t
around in November. It was low 30s,
overcast and windy with snow
forecasted for later in the week (and
it snowed several inches at the end of the week).

Several of the late summer and early fall
rainstorms were substantial and caused the pace of
erosion to increase. After reevaluating the site there
was agreement that it made sense to try and stabilize
the streambank before winter.

A contractor was lined up and materials delivered
to the site early in November. The Montour County
Conservation District staff and DEP’s Watershed
Manager managed to install rock cross vanes, log
deflectors, and toe logs over a 2-day period before
the snow started.

Continued on page 2
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Last of the 2018...

hawk and a turkey vulture.

Continued from front page

Also in Bradford County, the Laning Creek
property consists of farm field and woodland. Some of
the woodland consists of abandoned farm fields that
reverted to woodland and some old fields that were
planted with tree seedlings. The landowner is interested
in managing the property for wildlife and has
established food plots in some of the old fields and
along one of the old roads on the property.

There’s always something interesting to see during
NPC’s monitoring visits — what will 2019 hold?

Trees Along Streams

At the end of 2017 NPC applied for a grant to plant
forested riparian buffers. The grant was awarded in the
spring of 2018 and implementation got underway in
December of 2018.

A riparian buffer is the area of ground right along
the streambank. The grant is to plant trees and shrubs
along the stream to help improve water quality. The
trees and shrubs will do this in a couple of different
ways.

+ The trees’ roots will help hold soil in place so it
doesn’t wash away into the stream, keeping the
water cleaner.

* When the stream’s water level starts to go up
because of rain or snowmelt and spreads into the
riparian buffer, the trees and shrubs will slow
down the speed of the water. The slower the
water is moving, the less likely the water will wash
away soil. Slower moving water is also more likely
to absorb into the ground, filling the groundwater
aquifer.

* The trees and shrubs in the riparian buffer will
also help slow down rain water or snow melt
flowing across land towards the stream. Again,
this slower moving water will have more time
to be absorbed and fill groundwater aquifers and
is less likely to cause soil to wash away, causing
erosion.

Continued on page 3

Ten Months of...

Unlike the job in February, they weren’t shedding
sweatshirts because of how warm it was. They were

Continued from front page

looking in their trucks for more layers to put on.

At least one project a year has equipment
hiccups. Of course this was the one. The logs are held in
place using rebar. You use a gas powered drill to put a
hole in the log and what looks like a gas powered jack
hammer with a driving head to pound the rebar in,
generally referred to as “the pounder.” The gas
powered drill was being temperamental, but the
pounder was having real fits. This caused some concern
since the alternative to the pounder is a human
powered sledge hammer.

Pounding the rebar with the sledge hammer is far
slower than the pounder (no offense to anyone who
has pounded rebar for us with a sledge hammer). Since
we knew the snowstorm was a possibility things had
to get done in the two-days. Certain things had to be
in place so some grading work could get done and
things at the site readied for winter before the snow
started. We didn’t have time to pound all the rebar with
a sledge hammer. The pounder managed to get it all
done, even with multiple stops and re-starts.

It was snowing when they were loading up and
leaving the site, but the work that needed to get done
got done. The pounder has already spent some quality
time with a mechanic and is ready to go for 2019.

Brooke starting the pounder.




Keystone 25 speakers

Keystone Fund Celebrates
25 Years in Lycoming County

On October 24, 2018, NPC hosted a celebration of
25 years of the Keystone Fund working in Lycoming
County. The event, held at the Little League Baseball
Museum in South Williamsport, was well attended.
Several organization members, as well as municipality
and borough staff and administrators, were on hand
to witness the event and speak about how the fund
supported their many projects. With the support of the
Keystone Fund borough projects, building renovations
and other administrative needs were filled and
completed.

Some of the municipalities supported by the
Fund are Montoursville Borough, Muncy Creek
Township, South Williamsport Borough and the City of
Williamsport to name a few. Organizations sustained by
the Fund are The Lycoming County Historical Society,
Peter J. McGovern Little League Baseball Museum,
and the James V. Brown Library. NPC also received a
grant from the Keystone Fund to use on projects such
as the West Branch Susquehanna Stewardship and
Conservation Plan, as well as the Lower West Branch
Susquehanna River Corridor Plan. Also in attendance
were Senator Gene Yaw, and Representative Garth
Everett who both spoke about the ways in which the
Keystone Fund is working in Lycoming County.

Trees Along...

Another benefit to slowing water before it flows

Continued from page 2

into a stream is you’re giving any dirt or sediment
in the water to settle out in the riparian buffer
instead of flowing into the stream.

About 3-acres were planted in Montour County in
December. There are many more acres in several other
counties in the planning stages for 2019.

This is another project of partners. The funding is
coming from the Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources, the Bureau of
Forestry's Service Foresters are involved in reviews, the
County Conservation Districts are working with
interested landowners, and Pennsylvania Fish and
Boat Commission and Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection are providing input on sites
where streambank stabilization work has been done or
is being considered. NPC is keeping all the hula hoops

moving and the grant funds accounted for.

Biddle 2018

follow us on

facebook

Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/NPConservancy/




Invasive Exotic Vegetation
by Charlie Schwarz

Invasive exotic vegetation has become a major
problem in forested and aquatic habitats. They
compete with native vegetation and, in many cases,
provide little if any benefits to wildlife. Although
white-tailed deer and other plant-eaters can severely
impact the abundance of native wildflowers, shrubs and
tree seedlings, these herbivores usually have a minimal

impact on invasive species - if they eat them at all.

Asiatic honeysuckles

Invasive plants are beginning to have an adverse
impact on forest productivity by out competing native
tree seedlings whenever trees are cut. The worst of the

invasives in northcentral Pennsylvania are (in no
particular order) three species of Asiatic honeysuckles,
Japanese barberry, autumn olive and Japanese
stiltgrass.

Japanese barberry

The owners of a 100 plus acre property conserved
with NPC are concerned about the invasive species that
are beginning to occupy portions of their woodland.
Autumn olive that has been growing on the edge of a
small field has begun growing in open areas in a recent
timber sale. Japanese barberry has been growing in an
open area near an old homestead and is spreading
into the forest. At the same time Asiatic honeysuckles
are now growing on the periphery of a wetland.

In December NPC met with the landowner, a
consulting forester, the Pennsylvania Bureau of

Continued on page 5




Invasive Exotic...

Forestry's Service Forester, and a field person with the

Continued from page 4

U.S. Department of Agriculture to examine sites on the
property where invasive vegetation is becoming a
problem. The landowners have contracted with the
consulting forester to undertake control of the
invasives; part of the cost may be reimbursed under a
program of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. This will
not be a one-time undertaking since the seeds of the
invasive vegetation persist in the soil for several years
and seed sources will persist on adjacent properties.
The the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources (https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/
Conservation/WildPlants/InvasivePlants/Pages/
default.aspx) notes that invasive plants are those that:

* Are not native to an area

* Spread quickly

« Cause economic or environmental harm, or harm
to human health

They can be:

* Trees

* Shrubs
* Vines

+ Grasses
» Flowers

Invasive
plants have
been brought
into areas,
and this can
happen
accidentally
or on
purpose.
They are often
referred to
as “exotic,”
“alien,”

Autumn olive

“introduced,”
or “non-native” species.

In their natural range, these plants are limited by
factors that keep them in balance including pests,
herbivores, or diseases. However, when introduced into
an area where these limitations are absent, some
species can become invasive.

While the species may differ, invasive plants have
some things in common that make them aggressive
and difficult to control:

+ Ability to grow in many conditions

+ Rapid growth

+ Ability to exploit and colonize disturbed ground

+ Ability to thrive in high nutrient conditions (i.e. excess
fertilizers)

*+ Reproduce rapidly by roots and shoots. If spread by
seed, produce numerous seeds that disperse and
sprout easily

* Having roots and rhizomes with large food reserves

+ Ability to survive and reproduce under adverse
conditions

+ Having high photosynthetic rates — “greening up”
earlier in the spring than natives gives these plants an
competitive advantage

+ Lack of natural predators, pathogens, and parasites

Did you know NPC can accept
credit card payments online

through Paypal? PayRalEE

e

Did you know

AEREAN] | ISCOVER
R ALSS - PayPal

NPC can accept

credit card payments online through Stripe and PayPal?
You don't need to have a Stripe or PayPal account, just
your credit card information. You can use this to
register for events, to make donations, and to set-up a
recurring monthly payment if you like to spread your
gift out over the year.

If you have included NPC in your will, please
let us know so that that we may thank you
during your lifetime.




DONATIONS & CONTRIBUTIONS ¢ October 1 to December 31, 2018

MEMBERSHIPS

ELK
($5000)

George & Shirley
Durrwachter

BOBCAT
($1000)

Jesse Butterfield
Jerry & Joy Walls

BLACK BEAR
($500-$999)

Dr. & Mrs. Daniel R. Gandy
Green Packaging, Inc.
Dr. Kim Herrman
Mel & Susan Lewis

Marty & Wendy
McCormick

Walter & Trisha Nicholson
James & Cheryl Redmond

Alan Viani & Jane
Morgenstern

WHITE-TAILED DEER
($250-$499)

Ed & Linda Alberts
Malcolm Barlow
Jonathan Bastian

James W. & Cynthia
Mengel Bower

Mary Brandenburg
Bruce & Betty Buckle
Blair & Mary Carbaugh
John M. Confer
Adrienne Craig
David & Sally Craig
Duane & Tina Daniels
Alison Diehl

Dr. Werner &
Anna Martha Fetter

WHITE-TAILED DEER
(Continued)

Michael R. & Teri H. Fisher
Timothy & Deborah Greene
Jeffrey & Marie Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. Law Groner
Ken & Marcia Johnson
Susan Joshi
Richard Karp

Russ Kimura & Denise
Hamby

Larson Design Group
Charles & Hallie Luppert

Candace S. Nevel &
Ellice Tomlinson

Jonathan & Anda Nichols
Patterson Lumber Co. Inc.

George & Mary Ellen
Rodgers

Bob & Becky Stoudt
& Family

BLACK CHERRY
($100-$249)
Nancy G. W. Baker

Karl K. Baldys Esq. &
Karen M. Baldys

Carl & Marti Barlett
Larry R. Bason, VMD
Bastian Tire & Auto Centers
E. Lee Bellinger M.D.
Rita Bocher
Patricia W. Booth
Nancy Bower
Barry & Nancy Boyer
Daniel Brennan

Stephen & Stephanie
Budman

Dr. John & Jean Burks
Arnold & Debra Burrows
Roger Chilson
R. Jeffrey Coup

BLACK CHERRY
(Continued)

Andra DeHart-Robbins
Stephen & Terri Deitrick
Doug & Frani Doherty
Larry & Maggie Emery
Nicole Faraguna
Anthony & Elvira Ferraro
James Holtzman
Stephen & Martha Huddy
Tiffani M. Kase
Rod & Sue Keller
Oscar W. Knade Jr.
Lamar Advertising
Patricia Lane
Allan W. Lugg
Robert & Sarah Newcomb
Virginia F. Nicholas
Pine Creek Outfitters
Dr. John & Margaret Piper
Joseph H. Radley
Ms. Ruth Rode
Linda Stein
B. J. Van Ess
Paul O. & Patricia Wentzler
Jane B. Williams
Gretchen Yealy
Dr. Mel & Gail Zimmerman

RED OAK
($50-$99)

Donna Amer
Ted & Tracey Barbour
Lois Block
Elizabeth Brobst
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Burns
David Bush
Robert Calloway

John M. & Rhonda D.
Carpenter

RED OAK
(Continued)

Clinton County Economic
Partnership and Visitors
Bureau

Ned Coates & Gayle
Peters-Coates

Mary Cosgrove
Jack & Michele Davidson
Glenn Davis
Amy DeHart

Marian L. Fetter &
Mark Kleinfelter

Veryl & Linda Frye
Margaret Gahr
George J. Gard

Joan C. Gingrich
Bob & Mary Guglielmi
Ralph Harnishfeger
Donovan Inch
John H. Kaercher
Mr. & Mrs. Donald King
Marcus Kohl
Leo Lambert
Troy Lauer
C. Fred & Judy LaVancher
Paul Lumia
Bob & Donna McCoy
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Moore

Thomas & Peachie
O’Connor

David Pfleegor
Susan Post
John & Lana Raymond
Frances Rodgers
Bob Ross
Michael & Camille Salvatori
Mark Shuman
Matt & Kim Smargiasso
David & Louise Stone

Philip & Barbara
Thomas, Sr.




DONATIONS & CONTRIBUTIONS (Continued)
YEAR END APPEAL YEAR END APPEAL

RED OAK
(Continued)

Vassallo Engineering &
Surveying, Inc.

Dan & Margery Wurster

John E. & Deborah E.
Young

Drew Zimmerman

SUGAR MAPLE
($35-$49)

Patty L. Bowman Esq.
Toner & Kathy Hollick
Jack McKee
Bob McKernan

WHITE PINE
($25-$34)

Bear Hollow
Rod & Gun Club

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Burns
Grant Cavanaugh
Michael Ditchfield

Jim & Germaine Donahue

Elizabeth Brown Dugan

David & Carol Durrwachter

Rep. & Mrs. Mike Hanna

Leon & Rosella Hurst

Dr. & Mrs. Mohamed
Khalequzzaman

Jim & Melanie Lambert
Dorothy Maples
Deen McKillips
Stash & Helene Nawrocki
Nancy Paulhamus

Stephen & Stephanie
Radulski

Tink Reish
Luke Rodgers
Susquehannock Lodge
Gail Welsh
Armine Wodehouse

MATCHING GIFTS

Woodlands Bank
Matching a gift from
Frances Rodgers

GENERAL
CONTRIBUTIONS

Reneé Carey

Roger Chilson

Tom Corbett

David Family Charitable
Foundation

Shirley Rightmire

YEAR END APPEAL
Carl & Marti Barlett

Cedar Run
Environmental Services

Mike & Donna Bastian
Lois Block

James W. & Cynthia
Mengel Bower

Daniel Brennan
Elizabeth Brobst
Arnold & Debra Burrows
Richard & Grace Carey
Reneé Carey
Edward Cruttenden
Alison Diehl
Anne Donnelly
Elizabeth Brown Dugan
Larry & Maggie Emery
Dave & Lisa Engle
Michael R. & Teri H. Fisher
Veryl & Linda Frye
Gary Glick
Good Times Hunting Club
Mr. & Mrs. Law Groner
Bonita E. Hannis
Gary & Susan Harris
Robert & Margaret Hershe

(Continued)
William & Sarmite Judson
Mr. & Mrs. Seth Keller

Russ Kimura &
Denise Hamby

Dr. Lester G. Kleckner
Oscar W. Knade Jr.
Daniel & Barbara Lamade
Mel & Susan Lewis
Josephine Lewis
Wayne & Connie Livingston
Herman Logue
Jay & Sue McCormick
Robert W. & Barbara
McCullough, llI

Laurence F. &
Marian H. Miller

Dorian Myers

Annette & Matthew Nuss
Mark & Brenda Oberheim
Don & Jean O’Brien
Nancy Paulhamus

Charles & Diane
Plankenhorn

John & Wendy Plowman
Susan Post
James & Cheryl Redmond
Phyllis Wise Reynolds
Ann F. Rhoads
Dennis & Patricia Ringling
Frances Rodgers
Bill & Ann Roll
Bob Ross
Harold D. Sausser

Stephen & Dorothy
Schopfer

Charles & Helen Schwarz

Sam Shaheen
y Mark Shuman

Wayne H. & Carol Scott Sr.

(Continued)
Roy A. Siefert
Gary & Karen Spies
Richard & Susan Sprout
Albert & Judith Styrcula
Dick & Carolee Thatcher
Rich & Alice Trowbridge
Chalmer Van Horn
John & Carol Wagner
Harry & Becky Webster
Skip & Linda Wieder
Jane B. Williams
Bill & Pam Worobec
Dorothy Yannaccone

John E. & Deborah E.
Young

Dr. Mel & Gail Zimmerman

MEMORIAL
CONTRIBUTIONS

In memory of Donald Huff
Richard & Grace Carey

In memory of
Nathan Grenoble
Richard & Grace Carey

In memory of Len Richards
Maureen McClure

In memory Dave Smith
Roy A. Siefert

In memory of Barb Kilgus
Tom & June Zimmerman

Thank You...to all those
who continue to
support the work of the
Northcentral Pennsylvania
Conservancy
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Come and Celebrate 25 Years of Celebrity Waiter Night! 0
March 22, 2019 is the 25 Year Anniversary of NPC’s Celebrity Waiter Night! 5 D

Are you ready for a wonderful meal, fabulous service, and fun? Then join us on March 22nd / 3
at the Peter Herdic House to celebrate 25 years of this beloved event. Bring your memories

and photos of celebrity waiter events gone by, and remember that the tip you leave for
your Celebrity Waiter will benefit NPC's land protection programs and the Northcentral
Pennsylvania Conservancy’s continued work in conserving

the regions farms, fields and waters.

You can make your
reservation today
by calling the
Peter Herdic House
at 570-320-0165.
We are looking
forward to
celebrating
with you!

Celebrity Waiters Drs. Nolan and Hawley




