
Landowner George Gard and Charlie walk the Laning Creek 
conservation easement together.

The John F. Logue conservation easement was visited 
during peak fall foliage

In December, after 15 years of service, Charlie 
Schwarz announced his retirement from NPC.  To 
our dear friend Charlie, thank you for your loyal 
stewardship of this land we all love so much.  You 
will be missed!

	 Each of the properties on which NPC holds a 

conservation easement must be monitored annually. 

In 2019 most of those monitoring visits were done 

in the spring, but as in previous years there were still 

some to be done in fall. Often, because of the 

distance, or the time spent talking with 

the landowner, or the acreage, only one 

visit can be made in a day. At other 

times, and especially when adjacent 

properties are involved, it’s quite 

possible to visit more than one 

property a day.

	 The last of 2019’s monitoring visits 

took place in mid-November:

	 Green Hills Farm is located close to 

Williamsport in an area that has seen pressure for 

development. Some of the woodland has 

never been cleared, some was once 

cropland that has reverted to 

woodland and some consists of 

conifer plantations.  Because of the 

conservation easement, the property 

will always be woodland and cropland. 

The open space, scenic views and wildlife 

habitat will remain.

	 One of the joys of monitoring visits is seeing the 

properties in all seasons. The John F. Logue 

conservation easement was visited at the peak of 

this year’s fall foliage. Part of the property was once 

a homestead, part was once a beaver pond; it is all in 

an area dominated by a northern hardwood (beech, 

birch, maple) forest. The northern hardwood forest is 

the most colorful woodland in autumn.

	 The Griffin Hill, Irion and Round Top 
conservation easements are all owned by the same 

landowners and the properties are all adjacent; each 

consists of both woodland and cropland. The ground 

had a light dusting of snow as I made this, the last 

of 2019’s monitoring visits. The route I’ve typically 

followed to monitor these three tracts is somewhat 
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more than four miles long; this year two of the 

landowners’ white German shepherds accompanied 

me on the route.  

	 Laning Creek is a tributary of the Susquehanna 

River for which this conservation easement is named; 

and Laning Creek borders the property. As with most 

conserved properties, part of the land is cropland and 

part is woodland. A portion of the woodland is on a 

relatively steep sidehill above the stream, and that 

woodland contains beautiful large trees, both hemlock 

and red oak. Those large, relatively old, trees are 

important wildlife habitat, providing food and cover to 

species from woodpeckers to black bears. 

	 In actuality, one annual monitoring visit is the 

minimum requirement; in the event of an activity that 

	 NPC honored the Little Shamokin Creek Watershed 

Association (LSCWA) for their years of service 

stewarding and restoring the natural resources of the 

watershed. They were one of the Northcentral Stream 

Partnership’s earliest partners and have continued to 

help with many stream bank stabilization projects 

ever since.  They also hosted a book signing for 

Northumberland county native, Matt Miller’s, first novel 

Fishing Through the Apocalypse.  Thank you, again, to 

this hardworking group of individuals!
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Multiple visits were made to the Fossil Farm conservation 
easement this year as a planned timber harvest was underway.

The landowner’s dogs join Charlie for a walk around the Irion 
conservation easement.

is not routine or in the event of a potential issue, 

additional monitoring visits are made. Although the 

annual visit to the Fossil Farm property was made 

earlier in the year, subsequent visits were a necessity. 

The property’s woodland contains a large number 

of white ash trees which have been attacked by the 

emerald ash borer. A consulting forester had written a 

forest management plan and timber harvest plan that 

had been reviewed and approved by NPC. The trees 

had been sold and logging began in late November, so 

additional visits were necessary to insure compliance 

with the plan and conservation easement – those visits 

continue as this is being written.
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You don’t have to wait for the quarterly newsletter to learn about NPC happenings!  In fact, there are several ways 

you can stay up-to-date on current events, projects, conservation topics, and the occasional photo of happy cows 

(one of NPC’s most “Liked” photos from 2019!).  Here’s how:

 	 Follow NPC on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/NPConservancy

 	 Follow NPC on Instagram:  www.instagram.com/northcentralpaconservancy

 	 Subscribe to the NPC bimonthly e-newsletter:  Email HByers@NPCweb.org to subscribe.

 	 Visit www.NPCweb.org regularly for blog posts and event updates.

Click, Follow, Share

H	 In 2019 we added the Avis 
	 Canoe Launch to our list of 
	 conserved lands, bringing our 
	 totals to: 11,500+ acres, 48 
	 easements & 20 partnered 
	 acquisitions.

H	 The Northcentral Stream 
	 Partnership celebrated its 
	 10th construction season, 
	 and it sure was a busy one at 
	 that! The team installed 9000 
	 feet of fencing, completed 
	 over 16 acres of riparian 
	 buffer plantings, and 
	 impacted nearly 5400 feet of stream.

H	 NPC Executive Director, Renee Carey, celebrated 25 years with NPC, we welcomed 
	 Holly Byers to the staff, and wished a very happy retirement to long-time Land 
	 Steward, Charlie Schwarz.

H	 As we dive into 2020, we look forward to celebrating NPC’s 30th Anniversary and 
	 hope you can join us for one or all of the new events we have in store. A full calendar 
	 of events will be available in the Spring 2020 newsletter.

None of this would have been possible without members like you! 
Cheers to 2019 and a very Happy New Year! 

2019 IN REVIEW

Tree plantings (and those happy cows!) at a restoration site 
in the Turtle Creek watershed.
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NPC Awarded Two Grants 
to Close Out 2019
	 Avis Canoe Launch Improvements – In November, 

the Canoe Access Development Fund awarded a grant 

to NPC to make improvements to the parking area and 

install a geocell at the Avis Canoe Launch.

	 The path from the parking area down to Pine Creek 

is a compacted dirt path that gets slick when wet, 

making the walk down to the creek and getting in and 

out of the creek a little tricky (Reneé can attest to that!). 

One way to address the mud at the Creek’s edge is with 

a geocell. The Bureau of Forestry and Pennsylvania Fish 

and Boat Commission have used these at other canoe 

access points across the state. The geocell is made of a 

heavy duty material, and when stretched out, it looks 

like a honeycomb. Stone is used to fill in the “hole” in 

the honeycomb. The geocell helps hold the stones in 

place and keeps the stones from squishing down into 

mud. This will make the access/landing area at the Avis 

Canoe Launch more pleasant to use, and a little safer. 

Stone will also be used to improve the pathway from 

the parking area down to the stream. Right now, there’s 

a gate at the top of the path. The gate will be replaced 

with a bollard (a single, solid, post). It will be easier for 

people to carry their equipment past the bollard than 

around the gate.

	 Local fire companies use the site to fill tanker trucks. 

By replacing the gate with a bollard we’re also making 

it easier for them to get the necessary hoses and 

equipment down to the water, saving them time during 

emergencies.

	 The parking area improvements will include more 

stone to help with mud and some signage. The 

vegetation will also be cut back and a split-rail fence 

installed to help visitors understand where the public 

access is and is not.

	 The Western Pennsylvania Conservancy manages 

the Canoe Access Development Fund. We’re grateful for 

the opportunity to apply and work with one of our 

partners in conservation!

	 Plunketts Creek Streambank Stabilization 

Funded - The Pennsylvania Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

recently awarded NPC a Coldwater Heritage Program 

grant to help cover the costs of stabilizing a stretch of 

Plunketts Creek in Plunketts Creek Township, Lycoming 

County.

	 Currently, eroding streambanks are adding 

sediment to Plunketts Creek and covering the substrate 

on the bottom. Plunketts Creek is a HQ-CWF (High 

Quality-Cold Water Fishery) that is also designated as a 

naturally reproducing trout stream. All of that means, 

the water quality of the stream is really good and native 

fish and other aquatic species can live there.

	 This project will stabilize the streambanks and 

immediately end the erosion at this site and stop 

sending sediment downstream. There is some concern 

that if not addressed these eroding streambanks could 

The soon-to-be improved creek access at the Avis Canoe Launch
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cause the stream to degrade and eventually be 

considered impaired. By immediately stabilizing the 

streambanks, we’ll eliminate the source of the sediment 

and over time, the sediment on the stream bottom will 

flush out of the system.

	 Plunketts Creek is a relatively small watershed. Most 

of the headwaters of the watershed is forested with 

a large section of the stream on State Game Lands. 

During the 2011 and 2016 flooding the stream 

experienced at least 500 year floods each time. This 

caused significant erosion in this stream stretch and the 

erosion is continuing today. 

	 This project will use a series of log framed deflectors 

to stabilize the eroding stream bank of Plunketts Creek. 

Random boulders will also be used in the project to 

create additional aquatic habitat. Partners on this 

project include the Pennsylvania Game Commission, 

the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, the 

Loyalsock Creek Watershed Association, and several 

private landowners.

Celebrity waiter, Dr. Ritter, serves up cocktails at the 2019 NPC 
Celebrity Waiter Night.

Celebrity waiters, Toni Nardi (Left) and Susan Durrwachter 
(Right), are all smiles with Peter Herdic House staff, Hannah 
(Center).

SAVE THE DATE:  Friday, 3/27/2020
	 NPC’s Annual Celebrity Waiter Night 

at the Peter Herdic House in 

Williamsport is planned for 

Friday, March 27th!  Local 

celebrities will be seating, 

serving and mixing up your 

drinks all night long, while all the 

tips they earn will be donated 

directly to NPC.  This night is 

always a TON of fun.  The Peter 

Herdic House is currently accepting reservations, and 

will be seating tables from 5pm – 11pm. Contact them 

at 570-322-0165 to reserve your table.  The menu and 

full list of celebrity waiters will be announced soon!

Celebrity Waiter Night

Did you know NPC can accept 
credit card payments online 
through Stripe and Paypal?

	 Did you know 

NPC can accept 

credit card payments 

online through Stripe and PayPal?  You don’t need to 

have a Stripe or PayPal account, just your credit card 

information.  You can use this to register for events, to 

make donations, and to set-up a recurring monthly 

payment if you like to spread your gift out over the 

year.  

Leave a Legacy

	 Anyone can leave a lasting legacy by naming NPC 

as a beneficiary in their will or living trust, life insurance, 

or retirement accounts.  It is easy to do and it costs 

nothing during your lifetime.  If you decide to do this, 

please let us know so we may thank you for this 

significant gift.
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DONATIONS & CONTRIBUTIONS • October 1 to December 31, 2019

MEMBERSHIPS
ELK

($5000 and ABOVE) 

George & Shirley 
Durrwachter

BOBCAT
($1000-$4999) 

Sean Erno & Katherine 
Durrwachter-Erno 

Andrew & Elizabeth Harris

Rich & Beth Schluter

Alan Viani

Jerry & Joy Walls

BLACK BEAR 
($500-$999)

Dr. & Mrs. Daniel R. Gandy

Green Packaging, Inc.

Dr. Kim Herrman

Mel & Susan Lewis

Walter & Trisha Nicholson

Margie Shaw

David & Louise Stone

WHITE-TAILED DEER 
($250-$499)

Ed & Linda Alberts

Carl & Marti Barlett

Jonathan Bastian

James W. & Cynthia 
Mengel Bower

Bruce & Betty Buckle

Blair & Mary Carbaugh

Adrienne Craig

David & Sally Craig

Duane & Tina Daniels

Alison Diehl

Denise Hamby

Harold & Joyce 
Hershberger

Ken & Marcia Johnson

Susan Joshi

WHITE-TAILED DEER 
(Continued)

Richard Karp

Charles & Hallie Luppert

Paul Millinghausen

Christine Nolan

Candace S. Nevel & 
Ellice Tomlinson

Jonathan & Anda Nichols

Dennis & Patricia Ringling

Bob & Becky Stoudt 
& Family

Dick & Carolee Thatcher

BLACK CHERRY 
($100-$249)

H. William Alsted

Nancy G. W. Baker

Larry R. Bason, VMD

Rita Bocher

Patricia W. Booth

Nancy Bower

Barry & Nancy Boyer

Daniel Brennan

Stephen & Stephanie  Budman

Dr. John & Jean Burks

Arnold & Debra Burrows

Reneé Carey

Roger Chilson

R. Jeffrey Coup

John Deckard

Andra DeHart-Robbins

Doug & Frani Doherty

Susan M. Durrwachter

Larry Entz

John & Nicole Faraguna

George J. Gard

Glenn O. Hawbaker Inc.

Timothy & Deborah Greene

Phillip & Joy Greene

Mr. & Mrs. Law Groner

BLACK CHERRY 
(Continued)

Mary Hague

John M. Hallgren

Richard Hill

James Holtzman

Stephen & Martha Huddy

Rod & Sue Keller

Oscar W. Knade Jr.

Marcus Kohl

Lamar Advertising

Patricia Lane

Wayne & Connie 

Livingston

Maxine R. Mills

Robert & Sarah Newcomb

Stuart & Judy Olinsky

Drs. Eberhard & 

Mary F. Passarge

Pine Creek Outfitters

Joseph H. Radley

Ms. Ruth Rode

Mark Shuman

Linda Stein

B. J. Van Ess

Andrea von der Pfordten 
& John McNerney

Jason & Chandra Weigle

Paul O. & Patricia Wentzler

Jane B. Williams

Alex & Tracie Witter

Bill & Pam Worobec

Gretchen Yealy

Dr. Mel & Gail Zimmerman

Anonymous

RED OAK 
($50-$99)

Ted & Tracey Barbour

John Beauge

RED OAK 
(Continued)

Terry & Cindy Belles

Lois Block

Dr. & Mrs. Bruce Burns

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Burns

John M. & Rhonda D. 
Carpenter

Clinton County 
Economic Partnership 

and Visitors Bureau

Mike & Kelly Crist

Jack & Michele Davidson

Glenn Davis

Amy DeHart

Dr. Robert Ecker

Marian L. Fetter & 
Mark Kleinfelter

Jim & Linda Finley

Fitzpatrick & Lambert Ford

Veryl & Linda Frye

Margaret Gahr

Joan C. Gingrich

Lynn & Dennis Greenly

Dr. & Mrs. Michael A. Gross

Oren Helbok & Sara Baker

Meera Joshi

Shyamala Joshi

Mr. & Mrs. Donald King

Wayne Laubscher

Troy Lauer

Ed Lawrence & Catherine 
McLaughlin

Aaron Lewis

Kenneth & Ann Lundy

Bob & Donna McCoy

Gayle Peters-Coates

David Pfleegor

Susan Post

Jeff & Kathy Prowant

John & Lana Raymond
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RED OAK 
(Continued)

Frances Rodgers

Bob Ross

Michael & Camille Salvatori

Philip & Barbara Thomas, Sr.

Vassallo Engineering & 
Surveying, Inc.

Cynthia Venn & Herbert Baker
Drew Zimmerman

SUGAR MAPLE 
($35-$49)

Matt Beaver

Patty L. Bowman  Esq.

Toner & Kathy Hollick

Dr. & Mrs. Mohamed 
Khalequzzaman

Stephen & Stephanie Radulski

David A. Ragantesi

Michael & Jeanne Rapp

Charles W. Schoffstall

WHITE PINE 
($25-$34)

Dave Barsky

Chris Bastress & Lynn Estomin

Bear Hollow Rod & Gun Club

Holly & Ryan Byers

Bill Castle

Michael  Ditchfield

Eugene Brown Family

David & Carol Durrwachter

Michael Eckley

Leon & Rosella Hurst

Harvey Katz

Dorothy Maples

John & Donna McCarty

Bob McKernan

Stash & Helene Nawrocki

Nancy Paulhamus

Susquehannock Lodge

WHITE PINE 
(Continued)

Gail Welsh

Armine Wodehouse

Anonymous

GENERAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS

Elizabeth Brobst

Richard & Grace Carey

Alison Diehl

Ralph Harnishfeger

Marguerite Carl Smith 
Foundation

Susan Post

Stephen & Stephanie Radulski

Patricia A. Reeder

Sam Shaheen

Alvin L. Snowiss

LAND ACQUISITION 
CONTRIBUTION

David Family 
Charitable Foundation

YEAR END APPEAL

Dennis & Linda Ault

Carl & Marti Barlett

Cedar Run Environmental 
Services

Jonathan Bastian

Mike & Donna Bastian

Ron & Sondra Beach

James W. & Cynthia 

Mengel Bower

JoAnn Bowes

Daniel Brennan

Stephen & Stephanie Budman

Reneé Carey

Randy & Tammy Carey

Richard & Grace Carey

Roger Chilson

YEAR END APPEAL
(Continued)

Dr. Robert & Loretta Coltrane

Edward Cruttenden

Joyce Davis

Eugene Brown Family

Dave & Lisa Engle

Rebecca Ferguson

Michael R. & Teri H. Fisher

Fitzpatrick & Lambert Ford

Franco’s Inc.

Veryl & Linda Frye

Donald & Barbara Gfroerer

Gary Glick

Daniel Glunk & Margrit 
Shoemaker

Denise Hamby

Henry F. Hartmann Jr.

Robert & Margaret Hershey

Charles & Carol Hildebrand

Roger & Denise Jarrett

Mr. & Mrs. Seth Keller

Matt & JoAnn Kitko

Dr. Lester G. Kleckner

Oscar W. Knade Jr.

Daniel & Barbara Lamade

Mel & Susan Lewis

Josephine Lewis

Wayne & Connie Livingston

Herman Logue

Charles & Hallie Luppert

Mr. & Mrs. James Meyer

Laurence F. & Marian H. Miller

Mount Prospect Rifle Club

Candace S. Nevel & 
Ellice Tomlinson

Annette & Matthew Nuss

Don & Jean O’Brien

Nancy Paulhamus

Susan Post

YEAR END APPEAL
(Continued)

Pennsylvania Lumber 
Museum Associates

Louis & Susan Prevost

Joseph H. Radley

RDF Tax Services, LLC

Phyllis Wise Reynolds

Dennis & Patricia Ringling

Stephen & Dorothy Schopfer

Charles & Helen Schwarz

Wayne H. & Carol Scott Sr.

Sam Shaheen

Gary & Karen Spies

Richard & Susan Sprout

Albert & Judith Styrcula

John & Leah Tewksbury

Dick & Carolee Thatcher

Rich & Alice Trowbridge

Chalmer Van Horn

Harry & Becky Webster

D. Richard Wenner

Charles & Margaret Wettling

Skip & Linda Wieder

Dorothy Yannaccone

Dr. Mel & Gail Zimmerman

MEMORIAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS

In memory of Ned S. Coates
Gayle Peters-Coates

In memory of 
Robert W. McCullough Jr.

Matt & JoAnn Kitko

In memory of Clem and 
Nancy Rizzo
Anonymous

In memory of Harold & 
Beulah Yerk

Linda Schramm

In honor of Phillip 
and Joy Greene

Timothy & Deborah Greene

  DONATIONS & CONTRIBUTIONS (Continued)



You’re invited to
NPC’s 30th Anniversary Celebration 

& Annual Meeting
Thursday, 5/7/2020 • 5pm – 9pm
Herman & Luther’s, Montoursville

$40/per person.  Cash bar.  

Northcentral Pennsylvania Conservancy
PO Box 2083
Williamsport PA 17703 
570-323-6222
http://www.npcweb.org/
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30th Anniversary Celebration & Annual Meeting 
	 With the support of members like you, NPC has 

been able to proudly serve as your regional land trust 

for the past 3 decades, helping to conserve the wild and 

wonderful places that make Northcentral Pennsylvania 

so special.  Now, that’s worth celebrating!  

	 We’re so excited to host this year’s event at the 

elegant and rustic, Herman & Luther’s, in 

Montoursville.  The evening will feature a 

cocktail hour, live music, a short presentation to 

commemorate NPC’s 30 years and an address to 

our members, followed by dinner and dessert 

by the culinary experts at Herman & Luther’s. If 

you are not currently a member, we invite you 

to join us for this celebratory event as an 

opportunity to learn more about NPC’s work. 

All are welcome! NPC members will receive 

their invite in the mail in March. Non-members, 

please contact the NPC office at 570-323-6222 

or HByers@NPCweb.org to request reservation 

details. 


