
When NPC was established drilling for natural gas
in northcentral Pennsylvania was a relatively rare and
localized occurrence, and when it did take place the
impact was minimal and confined to a small area.
That was then, this is now – drilling for the natural
gas reserves in the Marcellus shale is widespread and
the impacts will not be minimal. 

But some things have not changed. NPC is still
protecting working farms and forests, wildlife habitat
and waterways, open spaces and  
recreational opportunities, and scenic 
views – these are the conservation 
values of the properties we conserve. 
NPC’s goal is, and must be, the 
protection of those conservation values. 
And that is not just our desire, it is a 
mandate contained in the legislation 
that enables NPC to protect properties 
from inappropriate uses and poor 
management. 

Now that northcentral Pennsylvania is in the 
bull’s-eye of a major natural gas boom, more than
80% of the private land in most of the counties in
which NPC works has been leased for oil and gas. In
one township where NPC holds conservation 
easements 97% of the land has been leased. So, how
does NPC continue to protect land and its conserva-
tion values?

We cannot ignore the gas issue! To not deal with 
the realities of extraction of the natural gas reserves
beneath the land means that few additional acres
will be conserved. To not deal with gas pragmatically 
means that we will “give up” on protecting land from 
subdivision and development; that, in essence, 
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Conserving working farms
and forests

we no longer care what happens to that land.
The significant issues involved with gas 

exploration and extraction in our region were not
anticipated by the state, local governments, 
businesses, realtors, landowners or land trusts. Going
forward NPC will be asked to conserve properties
that have pre-existing gas leases. As we’ve noted 
before, if a gas lease existed before the conservation 
easement the lease prevails over the easement.

Every property NPC has protected 
is unique, and every property we will 
consider protecting in the future will 
be different. Therefore, we will have 
to look at potential gas extraction 
on those properties on a case-by-case 
basis. Some landowners do not want 
an oil and gas lease on their land, 
some want a lease but do not want to 
see the land’s surface disturbed, some 
want to allow a well to be drilled on

their land. But none want to see their land split up
into building lots, the wildlife habitat decimated, the
wetlands filled.

For properties that are to be protected by a 
conservation easement and which do not have an 
existing gas lease NPC recommends including a 
provision in the easement prohibiting any surface
use for extraction of natural gas. That means no 
wellpads, access roads or pipelines could be 
constructed on the property. In some cases the
landowner wishes to permit drilling on their property
so NPC drafts an easement allowing those activities 
provided the company enters into a surface use 

Can NPC Protect Lands Leased For Gas?
The Northcentral Pennsylvania Conservancy’s Board of Directors and Staff are increasingly asked, “What is NPC doing

about Marcellus shale?” To help you understand the various issues NPC faces with respect to any oil and/or gas lease,

or reserved right, the Spring issue of the NPC newsletter had an article by Carl Barlett (an NPC board member and

retired attorney) on precedence and how a pre-existing lease impacts a conservation easement. In this newsletter,

Charlie Schwarz discusses what exactly NPC is doing about “gas”?

(Continued on next page)



boom similar to that now occurring in northcentral
Pennsylvania, and the Colorado Coalition of Land Trusts
has been a leader in seeking the best ways to reduce 
conflicts between land conservation and mineral 
extraction.

For the last eighteen months an informal group of
Pennsylvania land trusts, including NPC, Countryside
Conservancy, Delaware Highlands Conservancy, North
Branch Land Trust, and the E.L. Rose Conservancy, has
been meeting to share information on dealing with 
gas-related issues on conserved properties and 
properties that may be conserved in the future.

Over the next few months NPC’s staff plans to meet
with a number of the gas companies that are operating
in our area to discuss the interaction of conservation 
easements and oil and gas leases and extraction.  We
need to maintain communication with these new
neighbors on local lands. They need to know us and
what we do, and we need to know them and what they
do.

To continue protecting working farms and forests,
wildlife habitat, watersheds and scenic vistas, we will
have to be realistic in dealing with extraction of natural
gas reserves, taking advantage of the economic benefits
and working to mitigate the adverse impacts. Voluntary 
conservation easements are, and will continue to be, a
vital method of conserving the special landscapes
where we live, work, and play.

Can NPC Protect Lands...
(Continued from front page)

agreement protecting the conservation values of the
property.

NPC’s conservation easements have always 
permitted forest management and agricultural activities
provided the conservation values of the properties are
protected by the use of appropriate best management
practices. Many of the impacts of extracting natural 
gas are comparable to the impacts of forestry and 
agriculture. NPC will evaluate the location and design of
a road to be built to extract natural gas just as we
would for a comparable road to be used to extract 
forest products. The roads and pipeline rights-of-way
can be located, sized and constructed to minimize 
disturbance. The size of wellpads can be limited and
they can be reclaimed and restored when the wells
have been completed. 

Conservation easements are permanent and 
perpetual. Extraction of natural gas, even though an 
individual well may be productive for 30-50 years, is a 
temporary disturbance compared to the perpetual
nature of a conservation easement.

A surface use agreement is a powerful tool for
landowners and land trusts to use in dealing with 
extraction of gas reserves. NPC has developed a 
comprehensive surface use agreement between the
landowner, the gas company and NPC in order to 
protect the conservation values of a protected property
on which a gas well is to be drilled. The agreement:
gives NPC a great deal of control over the location of
the wellpad, road and pipeline; limits the size of the
wellpad and width of the road; and restricts the length
of time during which drilling may occur. The agreement
also requires technologies that reduce the use of
drilling fluids, eliminates the construction and use of
mud pits and impoundments on the property and
requires restoration and revegetation of disturbed
areas.

NPC’s surface use agreement was developed using
information from the oil and gas lease used by the
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources, New York State’s draft environmental impact
statement for development of gas reserves in the
Marcellus shale, and especially the Colorado Coalition of
Land Trusts’ handbook Mineral Development and Land
Conservation. Portions of Colorado are undergoing a gas

Help NPC Map Its Future
Keep an eye out for NPC’s 2010 Year End Appeal!!

This Year End request for a donation has been a 
tradition at NPC for nearly all 20 years of our existence.
It’s a great way for you to get one more tax deductible
gift in before the end of 
the year, and for NPC to 
generate income to help 
cover the costs of working 
on new projects, reviewing 
requests for permitted 
activities, and 
sending out 
information 
to interested 
landowners. 



Regional Dinners Held In Mansfield and Mill Hall

NPC continues the tradition of holding regional 

dinners to update our Tioga and Clinton County 

members.  This year the Tioga County Dinner was held

at Lamb’s Creek Food and Spirits in Mansfield.  Dr. Paul

Wendel from Mansfield University was the guest 

speaker and discussed a cross-campus effort underway.

Professors from various disciplines are working together

to design, and then implement, a water quality 

sampling program to monitor for changes in water

quality that may be resulting from Marcellus shale 

activities.

At the Clinton County Dinner in Mill Hall,  Lock

Haven University geology professor Dr. Mohammed

Khalequzzaman (or, as his student’s call him, Dr. K) and

retired geology professor Dr. John Way explained their 

on-going research in the Beech Creek watershed.

Working with the Centre County Conservation District,

student interns, the Beech Creek Watershed Association

and the Pennsylvania Senior Environmental Corps, the

geologists are sampling at twelve points throughout

the watershed to monitor how, if at all, the watershed

changes as a result of the recent Marcellus shale drilling

activity.  

From their research and work on abandoned mine

drainage (AMD), they already have extensive data and

information about the watershed and the various AMD

treatment systems at work.  This continued sampling

will provide a continuation to that work, and also help

monitor the watershed’s health as another extractive

industry works there.

These dinners conclude NPC’s membership events

for 2010.  (where did it go?)  The winter 2011 newsletter

will have information about upcoming spring events.

We hope to see you in 2011!

NPC Paddles with Canoe Susquehanna and 
Warrior Run Community Corporation on a Sunny October Sunday

Back in the Spring when NPC was 

looking at dates for a paddle trip, it was

with concern and some trepidation

October 10 was selected.  As you know,

Pennsylvania’s Octobers can be sunny,

warm, and wonderful, or cold, windy and

not great river weather.

October 10, 2010 turned out to be the

sunny, warm, and wonderful kind.  Over

30 people paddled from Montgomery to

Watsontown.  Rain earlier in the week

helped reduce the amount of paddling,

but still allowed some of the remains of

the ordinance dam at Allenwood to be

visible.

Students from Lycoming College

brought along kick nets, and provided 

an overview of the water quality assessment work 

going on.  The students demonstrated the kick netting on White Deer Hole Creek due to high 

water levels in the River.  The paddle up White Deer Hole Creek, although chillier, was just as enjoyable as the River.

If you missed this year’s trip, don’t worry, there will be opportunities in 2011.  Keep an eye out for information in

NPC’s newsletters.
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Trout Run Stream Restoration Project a Partnership

Pennsylvania has several streams named Trout Run.
One of them is a tributary to Pine Creek that enters the
Creek from the west side, at the south end of Cammal.
A road parallels the stream, running from Route 44
down to Pine Creek.  The road was the grade for the
Cammal and Black Forest Rail Road during the 
lumbering era, and was then improved during the
1930s by the Civilian Conservation Corps boys assigned
to Cammal.

Over the years, the stream has pushed against the
road and there’s been erosion.  In some places, the
stream was starting to undercut the road.  The Bureau of
Forestry (BOF) has gated a section of the road because
of the erosion issues, and is looking for options to help 
stabilize the road, while also improving the aquatic
habitat.

The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC)
had visited the project site with the Bureau of Forestry
and Lycoming County Watershed Specialist in 2008 and
designed a project along a 2-mile section of the stream.
The design called for thirty-one structures along the
two-mile stretch.  

The Bureau of Forestry’s maintenance budget did
not have the funds necessary to purchase the materials
needed for the project, so the design and permits sat
for about a year.  Anadarko Petroleum Corporation had
heard about NPC’s partnerships to undertake stream
restoration work and was interested in helping.
Anadarko was looking for an opportunity to financially
contribute, and to provide man-power.  

In addition to providing $10,000 to purchase 

materials and rent the excavator (the one the Bureau
owns does not have a long enough reach), Anadarko’s
staff provided nearly 100 hours of volunteer time
toward the project.  Staff from their Houston offices as
well as Williamsport based staff, swung sledgehammers,
nailed down geo-fabric, and “shingled” rocks.

The Bureau of Forestry district provided foresters
and equipment operators to assist with the project, and
their Pennsylvania Youth Conservation Corps crew
helped for a good deal of the project.  Interns from
Lycoming College’s Clean Water Institute helped 
with construction, and assisted the PFBC with an 
electro-shocking demonstration.

PFBC and the BOF will monitor the site to see how
the stream reacts to the devices.  More work may be
scheduled in a couple of years, but for now, things will
be allowed to settle and adjust.



MEMBERSHIP ACTIVITY • May 1, 2010 to October 31, 2010

GENERAL MEMBERS

BOBCAT 

($1,000- $4,999)

Matthew & Lisa Cramer

Wayne H. & Carol Scott Sr.

BLACK BEAR 
($500- $999)

John M. Confer

Chris & Sherry Dwyer

Dr. & Mrs. Daniel R. Gandy

Andrew & Elizabeth Harris

BLACK BEAR 
(Continued)

Rich & Beth Schluter

Charles & Helen Schwarz

William & Kimberly 
Van Campen

WHITE-TAILED DEER 
($250- $499)

Andrew Bamford

Thomas & Laurie Burkholder

Blair & Mary Carbaugh

David & Sally Craig

Andra DeHart-Robbins

WHITE-TAILED DEER 
(Continued)

Stephen & Terri Deitrick

Jeffrey Finke

Henry & Michelle Frey

Harold & Joyce Hershberger

Charles D. Lamade

Lewis A. & Myla Magent

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Perciballi

Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. 
Plankenhorn

Dave Rockey

Annie Sanders

Whistle Pig Fishing Club

Dr. Mel & Gail Zimmerman

BLACK CHERRY 
($100- $249)

Kathleen Arcuri

Malcolm Barlow

Ron & Sondra Beach

Gerald Bride

Robert W. Colley

Susan M. Durrwachter

Larry Entz

Katherine & Sean Erno

Michael R. & Teri H. Fisher

Lloyd & Suzanne Forcey

Charles A. Grieb, AIA

John M. Hallgren

Bonita E. Hannis

Susan Joshi

William Kieser & Jessica 
Abernathy

Patricia Lane

C. Fred & Judy LaVancher

John A. Leo

Mel & Susan Lewis

Charles & Fay Lindrooth

Dr. Donald R. Lundy Jr.

Lycoming Audubon Society

Patrick McCollum

Terry & Dorian Myers

Robert & Sarah Newcomb

BLACK CHERRY 
(Continued)

Mark & Brenda Oberheim

Drs. Eberhard 
& Mary F. Passarge

Dick Penfield

Pine Creek Headwaters 
Protection Group

Pine Creek Preservation 
Association

James & Cheryl Redmond

Anne Rice & Rick Mason

Len Richards & Maureen 
McClure

Dr. Samuel Rockey

Ms. Ruth Rode

W. Bruce Saunders

Linda Schramm

Roy A. Siefert

Jim & Jen Slotterback

R. Bruce & Jeane Smay

Alvin L. Snowiss

Michael & Laura J. Steele

Linda Stein

Carolee & Dick Thatcher

Rich & Alice Trowbridge

Mr. & Mrs. Harry E. Webster III

Mr. & Mrs. H.W. Wieder

J. Michael Williamson

Joanne Wise

RED OAK 
($50- $99)

Dennis & Linda  Ault

Larry R. Bason VMD

Bastian Tire & Auto Centers

Valerie Beggs

Dale & Shirley Bittenbender

Ron Butler

Jonathan & Sally Butterfield

Patricia & Alan Carothers

John M. & Rhonda D. 
Carpenter

James D. & Maria C. Casale

Jack & Michele Davidson

CORPORATE MEMBERS
Many thanks to our corporate members for their support
of NPC's mission. Please take note of those businesses
which have shown they care about the future of our 
communities with their corporate memberships and show
YOUR support to them.

Bald Eagle ($2,000+)

PPL Corporation

American Kestrel ($500- $749)

Glenn O. Hawbaker Inc.

JBH3 Architects

Jersey Shore State Bank

Lycoming Co. Conservation District

Small Business ($100- $499)

Bald Eagle Township

Clinton Co. Economic Partnership

Irion Lumber Company

Jersey Shore Hospital

Lamar Advertising

Larson Design Group

Lycoming Co. Planning Commission

Mericle Commercial Real Estate

Pine Creek Outfitters

PMF Industries Inc.

Roan Inc.

Staiman Brothers Inc.

Susquehanna Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Wayne Twp. Landfill  CCSWA

Wheeland Lumber Co. Inc.
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Thank You...to all those who continue to support the work of the 
Northcentral Pennsylvania Conservancy

RED OAK 
(Continued)

James R. Eckert

Pamela Gass & John Hamilton

James Geurts

David K. Gilpin

Joan C. Gingrich

Gary Glick

Jerry & Marian Haag

Egbert & Frances Hall

Patricia  Hart & Gene Cox

Mr. & Mrs. B.K. Huffman

Ronald  Johnson

William & Sarmite Judson

Raymond E. Kehrer, Jr.

Marc  Killingstad

Mr. & Mrs. Donald King

Frances Kuntz

Alan D. Lunger

Bob & Donna McCoy

Jack & Joan McKee

T. Jug & Mary Jo McKeever

Shawn McLaughlin

Candace S. Nevel

Don & Jean O'Brien

John & Lana  Raymond

Michael & Camille Salvatori

Carl W. Schlappi

David L. Shollenberger

David & Louise Stone

Henry & Ann Street

John & Leah Tewksbury

Drew Thompson

Craig Vuccola

John & Carol Wagner

Robert G. & Rose Ann 
Wallace

Jim & Beth Weaver

Jane B. Williams

Linda & Dan Wolfe

Andrea Young

SUGAR MAPLE 
($35- $49)

Robert Baker

Robert & Joan Bauder

Matt Beaver

Mitzi & Jim Burget

Mr. Raymond Chernikovich

Frederick S. Crafts

R. James Dunham

Larry & Maggie Emery

Dave & Lisa Engle

Romey & Heather Fagnano

Max Geise

David J. Gregg

James Green

Grace Hockenberry

Frank Johnson

Kent Knisley

Mount Prospect Rifle Club

Raymond Nelson & Family

Priscilla D. Older

Howard Parks

Tom & Marsha Person 
& Family

Michael J. Piccuta, MD

Evelyn Reeder

Harold D. Sausser

Charles W. Schoffstall

Barbara Sonies

Fred C. Stiner, Jr.

Cynthia Venn

Gerald A. Wolfe

Chris & Pam Young

WHITE PINE 
($25- $34)

Mr. & Mrs. William R. Bailey

Bear Hollow Rod & Gun Club

Terry & Cindy Belles

Alvin G. Binkley

R. Lowell Coolidge

WHITE PINE 
(Continued)

Paul & Sucheta Dembowski

Michael & Mary Ditchfield

Mrs. Anne Donnelly

Donald Faulkner

Ted Fenno

True Fisher

Samuel & Darlene Godfrey

Lynn & Dennis Greenly

Oren Helbok & Sara Baker

Charley & Lisa Hooper

Harvey & Anne Katz

William & Barbara Kelly, Sr.

Lyon Camping & Supply

Jon S. Malsnee

David & Ruth McCord

John & Cathy Miller

Denny  & Linda Murray

Wayne  & Elizabeth Petro

Casey Pfitzenmayer

Phyllis M. Ridge

Becky Sanguedolce

Bill & Mary Jo Saxe

Mr. & Mrs. John Sciortino

William S. Seward

Susquehannock Lodge

Allen & Marie Thomas

Bob Wallace

Michael & Cindye Weinhold

Wellsboro Area Chamber 
of Commerce

GENERAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS

Canoe Susquehanna

Garth & Sue Everett

Lycoming Mall

Susquehanna Valley 
Velo Club

MEMORIAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS

James Richard Harrigan

by Craig & Karen Cleland

by John & Linda Farrer

by Sylvia S. Gray

by Blossburg Elementary 
School

by Gary & Judith Skelding

by Paul & Joyce Wendel

by Edward & Jane  Wilson

Bill Hosler

by Charles & Helen Schwarz

Monica Koval

by Anna Koval

Donna Moser

by Richard & Grace Carey

HONORIARIUM

Richard & Grace Carey

by William & Ruth Correll

Carol Kafer

by Carl Koval

by John & Ann Koval


