"Conserving working farms and forests'

Report to the Membership

Volume 16, Issue 4
Fall 2006

S

— NorTHcENTRAL PeEnnsyLvania CoNSERVANCY =

Conservation Coalition Meets NPC Now ... DCNR later
NPC coordinated themeeting in Clearfield of a NPC has protected another property —thistime
number of land trustsand water resourcegroupsearlier - through acquisition. ThePine Creek valey in Tiogaand
thisyear. Thepurposewasto hdp gartadidlogueamong Lycoming counties has been a NPC land protection
the conservation groupsworkinginthe PAWildsand priority for many years. Thefirst property NPC ever
the West Branch Susquehanna protected was the 176 acre
River drainage. The PA Wilds Townsend tract near Ramsey
and the Susguehannadrainage back in 1991.
areas cover much of the same Now

“It is not enough to understand the
natural world; the point is to defend
and preserve it.”

NPC has

territory, withtheWildsextending

~Edward Abbey acquired theformer Pine Creek

beyond the Susquehanna
drainage on the west, and West Branch drainage
extending farther south than the PA Wildsregion.

Currently the Commonwealth is working to
promotethe PA Wildsasaregionfor outdoor recreation
and an opportunity to tell Pennsylvania sconservation
history. There is also focus being placed on the
abandoned minedrainage problemintheWest Branch
Susguehannadrainagefromthestatelevel.

The non-profit conservation groups (or non-
governmental organizations) at work inthisregion see
theneed and opportunity for grester communicationwithin
the" conservation community.” Funded by theWestern
PennsylvaniaWeatershed Program, the organi zationswere
ableto meet againthissummer. Thisisagreat opportunity
for the conservation community to work together. Keep
an eyeout for more updatesin our newd etter. <

office

Thank you.«

NPC Closing in on 10,000 Acres
Itishardto believe, but NPCisapproaching 10,000
conserved acres. We anticipate reaching this incredible
milestone by theend of 2006 and arebeginningto planfor a
celebration of thisgreat achievement. If you areinterestedin
helping with thisevent in any way, please contact the NPC

It has been only with the support of our members
that we have been ableto focus on protecting theresources
that we have herein northcentral Pennsylvania

Camper Court’'s 176 acresjust
south of thevillage of Sate Run. Severd timesover the
yearshighwater had flooded the campground, sending
trallersdownstream and littering Pine Creek’ shankswith
their remnantsand contents. In addition, themowed lawn
of the campground had €liminated wildlife habit.

When the campground’s owners decided to
downsizetheir operation, NPC saw an opportunity to
eliminate repested problemsa ong Pine Creek fromhigh
water flooding in the campground, and an opportunity
to protect theriparian areaalong the stream aswell as
the Pine Creek and Route 414 view of the property’s
hillsde

With over 2,300 feet of frontage on Pine Creek
and over 3,000feet of thePine Creek Trall, thisproperty
hass gnificant recreetion value. Theformer campground
NPC NOW continued on page 5.
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Membership Activity from 6/1/2006 through 8/31/2006

CORPORATE MEMBERS

Many thanks to our corporate members for their support of NPC'’s mission. Please take note
of those businesses which have shown they care about the future of our communities with
their corporate membership and show YOUR support to them.

Osprey American Kestrel Small Business
($1000- 1999) ($500- 749) ($100-499)

Mark C. Oberheim DMD
Montour Oil Service Company

PMF Industries Inc.

Wayne Twp. Landfill CCSWA

Raup & Wiley, Attorneys at Law

Clinton County Economic
Partnership

Jersey Shore State Bank

Keystone Forging Co.

Lycoming Co. Resource
Management

Glenn O. Hawbaker Inc.

GENERAL MEMBERS

Bobcat ($1000- 4999)
Matthew & Lisa Cramer

Black Bear ($500- 999)
John M. Confer
Charles & Helen Schwarz
William & Kimberly

Van Campen

White-tailed Deer

($250-499)
Mr. & Mrs. Henry

Perciballi

Charles & Jane Darrow

Willem J. &

Tamara D. Lubbe
George I. Rodgers Family
David & Sally Craig
Mr. & Mrs. Law Groner

Henry & Michelle Frey
Harvey & Anne Katz

Black Cherry ($100- 249)
James & Cheryl Redmond
Alex & Tracie Witter
Linda Stein
Stephen E. Jaquith
Susan Joshi
Robert & Sarah Newcomb
Charles & Fay Lindrooth
Mr. & Mrs. Harry
Webster Il
Bob & Nell Carnein
Ron & Sondra Beach
Paul Millinghausen
Mr. & Mrs. Brett Feese
Larry Entz
Jennie S. Beyer
Dave Rockey
Alvin L. Snowiss

R. Bruce & Jeane Smay
Len Richards &

Maureen McClure
Joe & Jeffrie Fiedor

Red Oak ($50- 99)
Ronald & Martina Johnson
Heidi Schwarz-Hosler
James Woods Rich

& Family
Melanie Taormina
Charlie Lockard
Robert G. &

Rose Ann Wallace
Edward & Judith Lyon
Dr. & Mrs. Herbert

Ecker Sr.

Mrs. William F. Williams
Kathie L. Hunter

Gary and Carolyn Glick
Scott & Karen Keck

C. Herbert Larson
Rudolph Holtzman

Mr. & Mrs. Charles M.

Plankenhorn
John & Cathy Miller
Joseph &

Margaretta Stewart
Veryl & Linda Frye
James & Maria Casale
James R. Eckert
Terry & Dorian Myers
Joan C. Gingrich
Ed Lawrence &

Catherine McLaughlin
David K. Gilpin
Earle & Pattie Layser
Ted & Tracey Barbour
Jonathan Bastian
Douglas Loffredo

Sugar Maple ($35- 49)
Kent & Donna Knisley
Dan & Patti Alters

Toner & Kathy Hollick

R. James Dunham
George E. Rizzo & Family
Darrel & Elaine Reibson
Larry R. Bason VMD
Warren R. &

Mary Lou Baldys
Patty L. Bowman Esq.
Mr. & Mrs. John M.

Carpenter
Sandy Rife
Dean W. Selfe
Rebecca Baker
Fred C. Stiner, Jr.

White Pine ($25- 34)
Romey &

Heather Fagnano
Max Geise
Jack & Michele Davidson
Michael & Mary Ditchfield
Linda C. Murray
Dave Winton
Mountain Graphics
Casey Pfitzenmayer
James Geurts
Donald Faulkner
Conrad Schlesinger
John B. Raymond
Ken & Jane Light

Additional Donations
Alan Viani &
Jane Morgenstern

Western PA Watershed
Program

Byers Island Project

Donations

Susquehanna River
Wetlands Trust

The Degenstein
Foundation

Honorariums
Sam C. Schon
by William & Ruth Correll

Memorials
Ruth Burns
by Joanne Fisher

Maurice Sheaffer
by George & Shirley
Durrwachter

Item Donation
Dunkin’ Donuts

Is the Northcentral Pennsylvania Conservancy in
your will? Remembering NPC in your will is a way to
leave a legacy to future generations. If you will a gift to
NPC, please include our full name and federal id number
(23-2606163) to ensure that your wishes are carried out
as you intend, as there are many organizations that
use the word “conservancy.”




Federal Legislation Helps Promote Land Conservation

By Andrew M. L oza, ExecutiveDirector, PennsylvanialL and Trust Association

In the odd way of poalitics, the new Federa
Pension Protection Act helps protect family farms,
working forests, wildlifeand water. Provisonsinthelaw
expand tax benefits for families who enter into
agreementsto conservether land. These agreements,
often called conservation easements, protect special
placesand naturd resourceswhilekeegpinglandinprivate
ownership.

Conservation agreementsestablish conservation
goalsfor aproperty and set limitations on uses of the
property to achievethese goals. Thelandowner keeps
control of the property subject to the limits. The
agreement istail ored to the character of the property,
the wishes of the owner and the purposes of the
participating conservation organization. For example, an
agreement might prohibit construction within 200 feet of
asgtreambut dlow it everywhered se. Another agreement
might support farming and building aresidencebut forbid
any other development. Another might alow sustainable
timbering but restrict most other uses. The agreement
appliesto present and futurelandowners, protecting the
land forever.

With the new tax provisions, federal law now
worksmuch better for folkswho conservetheir valuable
land for the benefit of dl. (For tax purposes, thevaue of
aconservation easement isthe difference between the
land’sva uewith the easement and itsvaluewithout the
easement.) Previoudy, afamily earning $50,000 ayear
who donated a$1 million conservation easement could
take a total of $90,000 in charitable deductions
distributed over six years. Thenew law alowsthat same
family to use $400,000 in deductionsover 16 years—a
subgtantia improvement. If thelandowner qudifiesasa
farmer, they might receive up to $800,000in deductions
for their million dollar gift for the public good.

Donationsand partial donationsthat meet IRS
requirements can take advantage of the federal tax
benefits. Notethat even with tax benefits, alandowner
can still make more money by selling their land for
development, Consequently, the decision to enter a
conservation agreement isnot just about tax benefits; it
isabout conserving natural resources and placesthat
matter for our children.

Fifty charitable conservation organizations
workingin communitiesacrossthe Commonwedth have

partnered with landownersto conserve 150,000 acres
of forest, farm and community open space using
conservation agreements.

Senator Rick Santorum wrote and championed
the act’sconservation provisionsin Congress. Thanks
to hishard work, the generosity of conservation-minded
landowners, and the efforts of charitable conservation
organizations, moreof theforest, family farmsand other
specia places that make Pennsylvania great will be
protected for present and future generations.

The enhanced tax benefits are only available
through 2007, so now isthetimefor conservation-minded
landownersto act. They canfind alocal conservation
organi zation to partner with and other information by
visitingwww.conserveland.org. <

Annual Appeal Letters Coming Out

in November
Every fall NPC gives you an opportunity to

support of land conservation. Thisyear your |etter

make an extrayear end donation to continueyour
should be arriving in your mailbox in late 3

November. We hopeyouwill read theletter and
consider making a gift to help NPC inits mission of
consarving theworking farmsandforestsin Northcentra
Pennsylvania.<

Need a Speaker?

If aclub or organization you belong to needsa
Speaker or program, keep theNorthcentra Pennsylvania
Conservancy inmind. A staff member or volunteer can
attend your meeting and provide apresentation on the
Northcentral PennsylvaniaConservancy, or aspecific
project onwhichwehaveworked. Call theNPC office
if you areinterested. <

Correction to Summer Newsletter

In the Summer newsletter we reported on a mailing
some of our members may be receiving. Regrettably,
the article left some people with a wrong conclusion.
There is not an agreement between The Nature
Conservancy and the Northcentral Pennsylvania
Conservancy for a direct mail partnership. The Nature
Conservancy did not share any member names and
addresses with NPC.




Restoring Streamside Buffers

INnNPC'sFal 2005 newd etter we explained our
involvement with CRERP, In caseyou missed that issue,
CREP is the Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program established to protect environmentaly sendtive
land, decrease erosion and protect water quality on
cropland by planting trees and shrubs. In 2004 NPC
entered into an agreement with PPL to restore the
forested riparian (stream-side) bufferson 128 acres of
cropland along Chillisguague Creek in Montour County.
NPC hasbeenworkingwith PPL and the US Department
of Agriculture sCREPto establish the buffers.

Tree planting began in 2004 on 35 acres and
continuedin 2005 on an additiona 37 acres. Inthespring
of 2006, morethan 41 acreswere planted with 5,700
treesand 3,700 shrubs. Thisfall theremaining 15 acres
will be planted and the stream-side bufferswill bewell
on their way to keeping sediment and agricultural
chemicalsout of thewater, to shading thestreamand to
providingwildlifehabitat.

tubeswhich protect the planted seedlingsfrom deer.
greenhouses, giving the seedlingsaboost intheir

If you driveaong Route 54 between Turbotville

andWashingtonvilleyou may noticethelight-coloredtree

Already some of the planted treeshave grown out

of the top of the tubes, which act as miniature
firstfew years.

NPC leases the 128 planted acres from PPL

Greenway Moving

Forward
The West Branch

Advisory Committee has been
working on updating the list of
potential greenway projects for
implementation. If you or your
organizationisplanning aproject
thatisrelated tothe River- or if you just haveanideafor
such a project - we need to hear from you! The
Greenway god isto*“think regionally and developlocaly”
—and we need your ideasif we are going to succeed
withthisbeing acomprehensive, grass-rootseffort.
Through SusgquehannaGreenway fundingwecan
offer technical support to help you develop your project
scope, assist with agrant application, identify potential
funding sources, introduce you to potential partners, and
help you transform your great ideainto agreat project.
Contact the NPC officefor moreinformation. <.

NPC Awarded Grant for Byer's
Island
Back inthe Spring NPC took titleto the Byer’s
archlpelago Thename"archipeago” isthenameBrook
LenkeFof e SusguehannaRiver Trail Association used
er tgfhefiveidandsinthe SusquehannaRiver near
% . Oneword iseasier to say and sounds
e “fiveidandsin the SusgquehannaRiver

susquehanna

GREENWAY

and, in turn, NPC receives payment from the US 10k n Dam”, sowewill usethetermtoo!

Department of Agriculturefor theland taken out of crop
production and put into the CREP program. Our
respongibility ismonitoringthesurviva of thetreeseedlings
and notifying the planting contractor regarding how many
need to bereplaced.

Water quality, wildlife, PPL, NPC and all of us
benefit. <

Golf Outing Cancelled

Sincethelast |ssueof the newdetter, NPC was
awarded a grant from the Degenstein Foundation in
Sunbury to assist with thisproject. Thegrant fromthe
Foundation isallowing NPC to offset the project costs.

NPC executed an option to purchase agreement
with the Commonwealth. It should take about six to
eight weeks for paperwork processing and the
archipelago should bein state ownership beforethe end
of November. <

Dueto unforeseen circumstances, NPC has cancelled thefall Golf Outing which had
been scheduled for Monday, September 25th at White Deer Golf Course.
Sincewewill not have the projected income generated from thisannual event, we
wel comerecommendationsfrom NPC’smembership for areplacement fundraising activity. Perhapsyou know of
an event that hasworked well for another organization, especialy if it issomething that thisregion hasnot utilized

asanorganization fundraiser. Your input isimportant.

Thank you again to everyonewho planned to be apart of thisyear'sevent. NPC isvery appreciative of
the pledged support wereceived from sponsors and donors. <




Regional Programs Planned

e Fall is the season for
L g e NPC'sregiona membership
P o e ':‘; programsl Comelearn about
%) Hellbenders as well as the
' proposed trail linking
Wellsboro and Wellsboro Junction. PleaselettheNPC
officeknow if you planto attend elther of these programs.
Clinton County Regional Program
On October 23, 2006, Dr. Peter Petokas of the
Lycoming College Clean Water Ingtitutewill providean
overview of hdlbendersandtheresearch heisconducting
onitspopulationsinlocal waterways. Known aso as
"mud dogs’, hellbenderswere once"hunted” because
they werethought to feed on trout eggs (they do not).
This program will be held on Lock Haven
University'scampusand isfree and opento the public.
Therewill beacasua dinner buffet inthe EagleWing
Snack Bar in Lock Haven University's ParsonsUnion
Building before the program for a cost of $16.00 per
person. The program will also be held inthe Parsons
Union Building inthemultipurposeroom.
Tioga County Regional Program
Want to know more about the possibility of a
trail linking Wellsboro Junctionwith Wellsboro? Then
attend our Tioga County dinner on November 2. Jim
Weaver, TiogaCounty Planning, will provideuswithan
overview of the project, why its needed, and what it
could meanfor TiogaCounty.

-4
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Theprogramand dinner will beheldinthePenn |

WEells'sback dining room. Thecost for theeveningis
$20.00 per person. <

NPC Now continued from page 1.
occupied 19 acres along the stream, acreswhich now
present the opportunity to restore streams de vegetation.
Theremaining 155 acresareon asteep hillsiderising

945 feet fromthevalley floor. Themountaintop contains |

animpressive stand of red pine near the southern edge
of itsnatural range. Thehillsideis covered by amixed
oak forest with ascattering of large old whitepine.

Thepurchaseof thisproperty bringsNPC'stota
protected acres to just under 10,000. The former
campground will be transferred to the Pennsylvania
Bureau of Forestry for inclusioninthe Tiadaghton State
Forest and will then be opento thepublic. <

Grant Receipt Misconception

Recently the Williamsport Sun-Gazette printed
an articledescribing agenerousdonor’slargegifttoa
conservation organization. NPC thinksthisiswonderful
becauseal support for natureand land protection benefits
everyone.

However, therehasbeen abit of confusion over
thearticle. Several NPC memberscommentedto NPC
staff that they were delighted we had received a$2.5
million gift. That would be wonderful, however the
recipient of this money was not the Northcentral
Pennsylvania Conservancy, but rather alarge nationd
conservation organization that hasrecently becomemore
activeinour area. Pleasekeepinmindthat NPCisyour
local land conservation organization, serving the 12-
county areaof thenorth centra region of Pennsylvania. <

Campaign

S Please don’t forget! The

Member-Get-a-Member Campaignisstill underway.
Ask your family and friendsto join you in supporting
land conservationinthisregion. Cut out theform

Member Get a Member

below and hand it to a potential member, or ask
them to visit www.npcweb.org to download a

membershipform.

| Name:

I Mailing Address:

Phone (area code):

| Email Address:
| NPC Member Referral Name:

|

|

I

I

I

|

|

I

I

| Please enroll me at the following level: |
| ______White Pine ($25) :
______Sugar Maple ($35) |
| __ RedOak ($50) |
| ____ Black Cherry ($100) |
| White Tail Deer ($250) |
| Black Bear ($500) |
I I
I

|

|

I

| The official registration and financial information of the Conservancy
I may be obtained by calling the Pennsylvania Department of State

toll-free within PA 800-732-0999. Registration does not imply
| endorsement. The Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) organization. All
I contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowable by law.




Northcentral Pennsylvania Conservancy
PO Box 2083

Williamsport, PA 17703

570-323-6222

http:/Amww.npcweb.org/

Return Service Requested

Upcoming NP

October 23

Clinton County Regional

Program

This free program will be

held at Lock Haven University
and will provide an overview of hellbenders and the
research being conducted on its populations in local
waterways. There will be an optional, casual dinner
buffet for a cost of $16.00 per person.

October 29
Waterfalls of Mcintyre

In conjunction with the Alpine Club we’ll
pass the waterfalls of Miners Run and go through
the location of the old mining village of Mcintyre, on
our way to a rock outcrop with views of Lycoming
Creek valley. On the way back, we’ll use the old
railroad switchbacks to make our way to Rock Run
Road. This rugged, six mile hike will be on the
Loyalsock State Forest.
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J? w2
unty Regional Program

Come learn more about the possibility of a
trail linking Wellsboro Junction and Wellsboro. An
overview of the project, why its needed, and what it
could mean for Tioga County will be discussed. The
program and dinner will be held at the Penn Wells
in Wellsboro. The cost for the evening is $20.00
per person.

November 3
Don’t miss First Friday! -
NPC will be hosting if-

Roger Shipley’s students on )
Friday, November 3. Roger’s M
Lycoming College class will

be displaying the landscapes they painted this
semester. The exhibit opens at 6:00pm and will be
open until 8:30pm.

Please call the Conservancy office at 570-323-6222 to pre-register for all
events. NOTE: Anyone under 18 must be accompanied by an adult.




