
You did it! You (through your support of NPC)

added 27 acres to State Game Lands 313!

The wetland complex known locally as The

Muck, or Morris’s Marsh is the headwaters of

Marsh Creek, a major tributary to Pine Creek.  The

wetlands complex is known to be an American

Bittern nesting site (1 of only 2 in the state) and

to have Marsh Wrens (species of concern). There

are also two plants of significance that have

been found in the wetlands.

The landowner NPC worked with purchased

6 acres approximately 20 years ago and the

other 21 acres last year. His intent 

was to conserve the area and help 

expand the public land so the 

Muck and its inhabitants (the birds 

and all the other wildlife) can be 

enjoyed by everyone. NPC purchased 

the acreage from him this Spring. 

Over the summer the Game 

Commission worked through their acquisition

process. One of the steps in their process is 

surveying the property. The dry summer helped

the surveyors get done more quickly.

The final paperwork, conveying the property

from NPC to the Game Commission, was signed

the last week in October. The paperwork was

delivered to the Game Commission the same

day, and it was filed at the County Courthouse

shortly after.

Having the funds available to cover the early

project costs allowed this project to move from

an idea to an acquisition project. There are
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always costs beyond the actual purchase price of

the property. Thanks to our members, the Buck

Land Acquisition Fund, the Tiadaghton Audubon,

the Charles Knox and Margaret Etner

Foundation, the Ernest L. Sweet and Mildred

Roberts Sweet Foundation, and the Packer

Foundation the funds needed were in hand, or 

quickly obtained.

Thank you for helping get it done!

The following is an excerpt of an article 
Jaci Harner wrote for the 
Northumberland County 
Conservation District’s Fall 

newsletter. Jaci coordinated a 
number of projects this summer 
that were part of the stream 

restoration partnership, including 
the two she outlines here.

When we do a stream 

improvement project we want the end

result to accomplish both restoration and 

conservation. The stream will function normally if

we return it to its original state, but we also have

to manage the stream to prevent as much future

damage and erosion as possible. Over time, 

we have learned to observe stable stream sites 

in nature to understand how to properly 

implement a stream improvement project.

Mother Nature is a great teacher. 

Stable stream sites often have many of the

following components: 

Continued on page 2

Big Changes
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Before the project the stream was eroding toward a heavily used road.

Big Changes Continued from front page

• vegetation along the banks and adjacent land 

area of the stream 

• connection to the floodplain 

• shade from tree canopies 

• gravel or cobble stream bottom 

• variety of aquatic habitats 

• meanders or curves throughout the stream 

In August, we tackled a large project along

Brush Valley Road, just south of Sunbury, to return

it to a more natural state by adding some of the

previously stated components. This is an unnamed

tributary that drains directly into the Susquehanna

River. Stream improvement work had been 

completed upstream in 2014. It made sense to 

continue working downstream to improve stream

corridor conditions as they approached the

Susquehanna River. 

Some portions of the stream have a mature

riparian buffer that grows between crop field/

meadow and the stream. Other sections of the

stream are used as pasture for an active cow/calf

operation. As we walked the stream to design the

project, we observed a variety of issues: erosion

jeopardizing a local roadway, 3’ – 7’ vertical stream-

banks, a large debris jam, livestock exposure, and

gravel bars. We knew if the site was to be properly

restored, all aspects would need to be addressed. 

Adding fish habitat structures help stabilize

streambanks to reduce erosion and increases the

quantity and quality of fish habitat. 

Regrading banks will reconnect the stream

channel with the floodplain; this allows high flows

to escape the stream channel and spread out

across a wider area. The water’s energy is reduced

and causes less damage. 

Streambank fencing limits livestock access to

the stream, reducing animal pressure on the

streambanks allows natural vegetation to grow and

limits erosion activity. 

Finally, the stabilized livestock walkway and

crossing allow animals to utilize the pasture and

stream for food and water purposes while also 

limiting environmental degradation.

After the project,the bank has been regraded to reduce erosion and restore
functionality during high water.

September 6: During the inspection of the

Morgan Valley Road easement I looked down and

saw a “leaf” slowly crawling across the road.  It was

the caterpillar of the hag moth. The hag moth is a

common resident of eastern forests. The caterpillar

is extremely well camouflaged as a dead leaf; the

adult is a

rather 

non-descript

moth that

resembles

hundreds of

other species

of gray/tan

moths.

Easement Inspection Highlight
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DONATIONS & CONTRIBUTIONS • May 1, 2016 to July 31, 2016

MEMBERSHIPS
BLACK BEAR 
($500-$999)

Dr. & Mrs. Daniel R. Gandy
Charles D. Lamade
Mel & Susan Lewis

William & Kimberly Van Campen

WHITE-TAILED DEER 
($250-$499)

Malcolm Barlow
Blair & Mary Carbaugh

David & Sally Craig
DCNR - Bureau of Forestry, Tiadaghton

Alison Diehl
Michael R. & Teri H. Fisher

Mr. & Mrs. Law Groner
Susan Joshi

Lewis A. & Myla Magent
Marty & Wendy McCormick

Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Plankenhorn
Len Richards & Maureen McClure

BLACK CHERRY 
($100-$249)

Nancy G. W. Baker
Larry R. Bason, VMD
Ron & Sondra Beach

Patricia W. Booth
Russell E. & Linda M. Campbell

Reneé Carey

BLACK CHERRY (Cont.)

Robert W. Colley
Andra DeHart-Robbins
Larry & Maggie Emery

Larry Entz
James Holtzman

Lamar Advertising
Wayne & Connie Livingston

Candace S. Nevel & Ellice Tomlinson
Stuart & Judy Olinsky

Dennis & Patricia Ringling
George & Barbara Rizzo

Annie Sanders
Slate Run Sportsmen

Staiman Recycling Corporaton
Rick & Cathy Torsell
Jim & Beth Weaver

Jane B. Williams
Anonymous

RED OAK 
($50-$99)

Dennis & Linda Ault
Terry & Cindy Belles

David Bush
John M. &  Rhonda D. Carpenter

Mary Cosgrove
Rebecca Ferguson

Marian L. Fetter & Mark Kleinfelter
James Geurts

James W. Green

RED OAK (Cont.)

Mr. & Mrs. Donald King
Frances Kuntz

John A. Leo
Bob & Donna McCoy

Bob Ross
Michael & Camille Salvatori

Carl W. Schlappi
Alvin L. Snowiss

David & Louise Stone
David Swank

Philip & Barbara Thomas, Sr.
John E. & Deborah E. Young

SUGAR MAPLE 
($35-$49)

Dan & Patti Alters
Robert & Joan Bauder
Patty L. Bowman  Esq.

Romey & Heather Fagnano
Toner & Kathy Hollick

Raymond & Darlene Rathmell
Fred C. Stiner, Jr.

WHITE PINE 
($25-$34)

Bear Hollow Rod & Gun Club
Michael  Ditchfield

Deen & Denise McKillips
Denny  & Linda Murray

Ann F. Rhoads

WHITE PINE (Cont.)

John & Judy Ryder
Susquehannock Lodge

Armine Wodehouse

MEMORIAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS

In memory of Dr. Gordon Shaw
by Alissa du Bois

by Kelly O'Keefe and Kim Connell
by Susquehanna Imaging Assoc., Inc.

In memory of Judge Thomas Raup
by John & Carol Wagner

In memory of Bill Hosler
by Charles & Helen Schwarz

GENERAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

Carl & Marti Barlett
Jonathan Bastian

Allan & Betsy Quant
Alison Diehl

Andrew & Elizabeth Harris
Jonathan & Anda Nichols

Stephen & Dorothy Schopfer

Thank You... 
to all those who continue 

to support  the work of the
Northcentral Pennsylvania

Conservancy

If you have included the NPC in your will,
please let us know so that that we may 

thank you during your lifetime.

Easement Inspection Highlight

October 25: On a steep sidehill on the Crisanti

easement there’s an overhanging rock ledge that

would be impressive in its own right, but what’s

even more impressive is the pile of porcupine

droppings beneath the ledge. From the extent and

depth of the droppings, porcupines must have

used this den for an extremely long time. What

looks like soil spread out beneath the ledge is 

actually a spreading mound of dung – perhaps an

expert on porcupine dung could give us a good

estimate of how many generations of porkys have

used the den. 

Cristanti
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Year End Appeal Underway

Here is My Contribution to the Year End Appeal...

Thank you helping to conserve this region.  Your membership, support, partnership and donations allow

NPC to be here, available to work on a variety of land conservation and stream restoration projects for you

and future generations. Your donations to NPC are what make each and every project possible.  

Make your gift right now to the 2016 Year End Appeal by using the form below and 

mailing it to NPC, PO Box 2083, Williamsport, PA 17703.

Name_________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Email Address __________________________________________________________________________

Donation:     $25     $50     $100     $250     $_______________  

You can mail your donation to NPC, PO Box 2083, Williamsport, PA 17703. You can pay by credit card 
at npcweb.org, or by emailing rcarey@npcweb.org and requesting an electronic invoice. You’ll be
emailed an invoice through PayPal, but can use any major credit card to pay.
The Northcentral PA Conservancy is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. Contributions are deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.  NPC’s official registration and financial
information  may be obtained from the PA Department of State by calling toll-free within PA 1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement.

!


